// Situation of the Central Powers in the spring of 1915. //!« on the German eastern front: «Two German armies »pounded at the gates of the fortified 
Russian Narew— ! Bobr—Niemen line; for even before the removal of the victorious spoils from the Masurian battle was finished, German guns were 
roaring in front of the Bobr fortifications," says the concluding chapter of the "Winter Battle in Masuria".*) Field Marshal v. In the second half of February 
1915 Hindenburg planned nothing less than to break through the Narew-Bobr line, which was protected by peacetime fortifications, and advance ina 
southerly direction. In this way he hoped to force the enemy to abandon his heavily fortified positions on the left bank of the Vistula and withdraw the 
enormous masses of troops there behind the protective section of this river. With commendable speed, however, the Russian high command threw its 
forces, drawn from other fronts and from the then seemingly inexhaustible reserves, into the Vistula line below Nowogeorgiewsk-Niemen north of 
Grodno, which was many times superior, in order to go on the attack itself with enormous masses. However, this commanded Field Marshal v. 
Hindenburg with iron arms support. Thus, in the last days of February and in the first third of March, trench warfare also began on the northern wing of 
the eastern front along the line that we find drawn on Sketch 1 (aerial view map of the eastern theater of war)». The fact that at the end of Nlarz the 
Supreme Commander-in-Chief East sent two cavalry divisions from the western theater of the war to the left wing of the 10th Army did not change this. 
At first they could only take over the protection of the open flank. In the great arc of battle from the left bank of the Vistula, the entrenched lines 


remained frozen, despite the fact that combat activity flared up there several times in March. //*) Skft 20 of the early war in EinzeidarijellM*N. 
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/Situation in the West: In the Champagne, the French's great attempt at a breakthrough, which we call "the winter battle in Champagne", collapsed from 
mid-February to the end of March with great bloody losses for the attacker. At Neuve Chapelle the English had on On March 10th we were only able to 
achieve very small advantages, in spite of the fact that 48 English battalions against 3 German battalions had come in. Serious fighting had also taken 


place in many other places in the month of March and the beginning of April, all of which ended favorably for us. 


On the German fronts, therefore, the far superior enemy was being tied up and held in check everywhere at this time; but a greater German success 


could not be achieved anywhere with the available forces. We did not have any significant army reserves 


Situation on the Austro-Hungarian front: new operational plan. At the end of February 1913, the formation of new troop formations had begun in 
Germany; when this was over, the focus of operations had shifted to the southeast. The situation on the Austro-Hungarian army front south of the Vistula 
was not very favourable. The offensive movements of the southern Carpathian armies, which had begun at the end of January after the German 
Southern Army had been pushed in, had been so hampered by snow and ice that the Russians had found time to bring in stronger forces to protect their 
threatened sectors. It was therefore not possible to achieve successes of decisive importance here. Meanwhile, on March 82, 1915, the Przemysl 
Fortress had fallen. The Russians had shifted the forces they had freed up there to the region of the Dukla Pass in order to break through into Hungary 
over the comparatively low mountain wall there. The inner wings of the Austro-Hungarian 2nd and 3rd Armies were under serious threat. If the 
breakthrough was successful, the impact could not be foreseen, especially considering the political situation at the time. Romania and Italy were 


increasingly in the camp of the Entente 
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appeared no longer in doubt as soon as the three-federation was granted a real strategic success. In addition, after a great victory against Austria- 
Angarn, the Tsarist Empire was at liberty to deal the deathblow to Turkey, which was struggling hard. From the middle of March it was evident that our 
opponents were planning a comprehensive land and sea attack against the Dardanelles with the help of the Anglo-French Mediterranean fleet. The 
Russian army command had also assembled forces in southern Russia for a landing on the Bosporus. But once again the danger passed. As a result of 
the fierce Austro-Hungarian resistance, the Russians had to throw their divisions, which had been prepared in southern Russia, into the Carpathians. The 
breakthrough there seemed to want to succeed. The German Beskydy Corps, strong in 3 divisions, under General der Kavallerie v. the Marwitz in early 
April. The Russian onslaught came to a standstill at the iron resistance of the allied lines. At the same time, it was also possible to repel sustained 
attacks by the tsarist armies further southeast. In mid-April, the large Russian offensive movement in the Carpathians could be considered a complete 
failure. Nevertheless, there was no relaxation of the situation. Italy's intentions for war became ever clearer; an early declaration of war was to be 
expected. The task now was to strike a blow quickly at the Russians, which would make it possible to liberate considerable Austro-Hungarian forces for 
the support of the Danube monarchy against Italy. Therefore, on April 13, 1915, the German High Command suggested to the Austro-Hungarian that 
success should be sought in a breakthrough of the Russian front in western Galicia. A great victory achieved there had repercussions on Romania. The 
decision to take the strong forces needed to carry out the plan from the western front could only be taken with full confidence in the invincibility of the 


German defense formations. The English and French in France then outnumbered our western army by more than 600 battalions in infantry alone. In 
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This trust should not be deceived by the Supreme Army Command. She stuck to her decision to seek a decision in the east first, even when combat 
activity in the west revived again while the troops were still being evacuated to Galicia. //Brief description of the battlefield. //(See relief map and 
sketches 1 and 2.) //If you look up the > description of Galicia, even in larger geographical works, you usually don't get a very favorable overall 
impression of this country. Almost entirely cut off from the rest of the beautiful Danube monarchy by the high wall of the Carpathians, exposed to the 
frigid winter storms blowing from the Russian lands and the suffocating heat waves of the Russian midsummer, with little developed industry and a 
population of which a high percentage is illiterate can still write, this Austrian crownland appears as an almost "Russian" country in the earlier, evil 
sense. No wonder that many Hungarians and even a large number of western Austrians only spoke of these areas with a slight shudder. They were the " 
Land beyond the Carpathians, where nothing happens, where culture has come to an end, where filth and vermin reign and one can live only through 


the mediation of the Galician Jew with his typical ringlet hair and his dirty caftan". So one can imagine that in the early days of the World War the 


southeastern theater of war appeared to the German soldier, who was used to order and cleanliness, to be even worse than "icy, desolate Russia", 
which, in contrast to the western theater of war, was for a long time regarded as the epitome of a completely unattractive country, in which the already 
difficult and privation-rich war seemed to make even harder demands on people and cattle. //Over the course of time, the views have changed 
completely. Now the majority of us Germans describe the //15 // toir who were allowed to fight through the campaign in Galicia in the summer of 1913, 
rightly recognized the "Austria beyond the Carpathians" as a beautiful, rich country in which life was already quite good. The crown land of Galicia came 
to Austria at the first partition of Poland in 1772; In 1914 it covered a total of 78,532 square kilometers and was extremely populated. Although a 
considerable part of the country is occupied by mountains, the population density was more than 90 per square kilometer. The Poles live mainly in the 
Vistula region, the Ruthenians or Ukrainians in the Dniester region; Everywhere the "Galician Jew" rules, who differs unpleasantly from his fellow 
believers in many respects. He exploits the low level of development of the main population of the country and has completely taken over trade and 
commerce. As the largest crown land, Galicia is also the most productive agricultural area in Austria. Rach Hungary had before the war the largest horse 
and livestock population in the Danube monarchy, housing in 1913 half of all horses counted in Austria, more than a quarter of all horned cattle and 
more than a third of poultry, large numbers of these Animals, as well as grain, corn and eggs were exported; Flax, sugar beets and tobacco were also 
planted. From this a corresponding industry developed, which, however, like agriculture, could still be significantly increased. Galicia has considerable 
amounts of mineral resources on: salt, potash, hard coal, mineral wax and, as the most important, crude oil Scattered throughout the country are 
petroleum wells, most numerous and exploited by extensive industrial plants in the Gorlice-laslo region and at Boryslaw west of Stws. The country's 
petroleum production, the third largest in Europe, still has a rich future. In the mountains, the extraction of wood plays a major role; some trades based 
on this, as well as some linen weaving, afford the sparse mountain population quite sufficient income. Naturally, mrs mountains are also the scenic 
charms of Galicia the greatest. The mountain system of the Carpathians, running from southeast to north-//16 //west, with its highest peaks separating 
Galicia from Hungary, is rich in magnificent forests rich in wildlife with primeval, gigantic trunks, in romantic gorges criss-crossed by rushing 
watercourses and broad, grassy, z. T. fertile valleys. //All this wealth fell into the hands of the Russians as a result of the war in 1914 and has since been 
withdrawn from exploitation by the Danube monarchy. Now the attempt to recapture should be made. The first thrust was to be in western Galicia. This 
is the name of the area of the Vistula and the San. It has its special character due to the quite significant natural obstacles that the rivers Dnnaje c and 
Biala, further to the east Ropa and Wisloka and finally the lasiolka and the Wislok, and then through the steeply up to 600 meters rising, often wooded 
mountain ridges and crests. They offer the defender dominant positions and the easy possibility of stubborn resistance, but on the other hand they are a 
visible target for the attacker's artillery; furthermore, on the attacker's side, they provide ideal observation posts. Finally, the wide spread of the villages 
should be mentioned, which greatly favored local defense in sections. //If the planned breakthrough had been successful, everything had to depend on 
staying close to the enemy's heels in order to deprive him of the opportunity to establish himself again for the most stubborn resistance on the high 
mountain ridges, in the long villages or behind the stretches of river . This required good advance and supply routes. But the region is not particularly 
blessed with railroads and solid roads. In the north, the two-track railway Kraköw-Rzeszow-Lemberg marks the end of the mountainous region from the 
lowlands, otherwise only the Neu-Sandez-Grybow-Tarnow, Grybow-Gorlice-laslo-Rzeszow and laslo-Sanok railways (sketch 2) come into existence 
Question. The latter railway lines, like almost all Galician railways, are single-track. Exploiting them for warfare is extremely //17 //difficult. The routes 
follow the valleys in innumerable turns and are equipped with inadequate old turnouts and sidings at the stations. The few larger roads in the combat 
area were paved, but almost all suffered from a weak substructure. The crumbly rock material soon broke apart under the pressure of the heavy truck 
convoys, so that continuous, extensive construction work was necessary, which required numerous road construction personnel. The side roads and 
connecting roads often had steep inclines, so that they were unsuitable for truck traffic. For horse columns, especially the light Austro-Hungarian ones, 
they were tolerably useful in good weather; on the other hand, she made a rule of several hours! unusable. //Breakthrough Group Deployment and 
Tasks. //> In the first days of the last third of April 1915, train after c^I train with German troops rolled behind the Austro-Hungarian defense lines to the 
Stroze-Grybow-Neu-Sandez and Slotwina-Bochnia area and to the west . The following were unloaded: 11th Bavarian and 119th Infantry Division, the 
XXXXI. Reserve Corps with General Command, 81st and 82nd Reserve Divisions, the Guards Corps with General Command, 1st and 2nd Guards Infantry 
Divisions, and a few days later the General Command of X Army Corps with 19th and 20th Infantry Divisions. All units came from the western theaters of 
war, where they had been withdrawn from the front for a more or less long time. Before they were removed, they were e.g. T. trained for weeks on 
training grounds for the requirements of the breakthrough battle, the attack against a heavily entrenched and fortified field position and the war of 
movement. All of the soldierly shortcomings that the long trench war had naturally brought with it were eliminated. The ability of the large bodies of 
troops to march had been brought back to the old level by practice marches. Armament, equipment and clothing were supplemented; the necessary one 
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// Crew replacements were incorporated up to the full combat strength of the troop units. The battle units had been newly welded together. In short, it 
was a forceful and attacking force which, under good leadership, was dying to put the enemy to flight and stay on their heels in the much hoped-for war 
of movement. One had gladly shaken the trench dust off one's feet; from the commanding general to the youngest gunner, aggressive and mobile 
warfare had been practiced with enthusiasm. One suspected that one was called to do something special, and one wanted to show oneself worthy of the 
trust. No one doubted that the breakthrough would succeed, even on the western front. But when the trains rushed through Germany, when it went 
further and further east, when it became clear that the Russians were to be broken through and defeated, one already felt victorious beforehand. The 
feeling of absolute superiority, even in the face of multiple superiority, swelled in my chest. "We will fight under Hindenburg," they said. There wasn't a 
single person who still doubted a great victory. Then there was the triumphal procession through Germany! The population showed the same old 
enthusiasm as during the mobilization. As in 1914, so Even now, the catering at the train stations was excellent; Love gifts were thrown onto the trains 
from all sides. Who wouldn't like to shake hands with one of the pretty young ladies who work day and night at the train station on behalf of the 
women's associations or the Red Cross and tirelessly handed out refreshments and refreshments? Who was not delighted at the greetings from young 


and old that echoed towards us warriors in the native districts? At the train stations — held back outside the platforms by strict regulations — young 


boys and girls received the military trains with a thousand voices hurrahs and the never-ending waving of handkerchiefs the white-haired peasant looked 
down, tore off his hat and waved; in the villages young, buxom girls and old peasant women waved their aprons, and in the //19 //city the population of 
all classes rushed to the balconies and to the windows to say "farewell" or "goodbye" to the brave defenders of the fatherland. to call out One saw many 
figures in deep mourning clothes; many a war widow, many a mother who had lost one or more sons, many a bride who knew her bridegroom had fallen 
in enemy country waved goodbye to us; their warm, good wishes accompanied us. Where? We didn't know. The destination had been kept top secret; 
even the station commanders had no idea. But we didn't worry about that. It went east; a new phase of campaign was before us; we were called upon to 
strike a new blow at our opponents, that was enough for us. In the happiest mood we enjoyed the beauties of the German countryside and the young 
springtime of nature. Moselle valley, Lahn valley, Riesengebirge—suddenly we were in Austria! We were to fight alongside our allies! This was something 
completely new for us and the new task appealed to us. We were determined to show the Austrians and Hungarians what we could do. The train rolled 
past the snow-covered Tatras until it finally turned into a wooded Carpathian valley and stopped after a four-day journey. Get out! We were there! Here 
we soon found out that we were not under Field Marshal v. Hindeuburg, but under Generaloberst v. Mackensen should fence. "Also one of our most tried 
and tested leaders," one heard confidently. Simultaneously with the German attack divisions, the high command of the 11th Army, newly formed in 
March, was dispatched to western Galicia by order of the German Supreme Army Command and the Austro-Hungarian Army Command, in addition to 
the German forces about to be discharged, the Imperial and Royal VI Army Corps with the Imperial and Royal 12th Infantry Division and the Imperial and 
Royal 39th Honved Infantry - Division as well as the K. and 11th Honved Cavalry Division //20 //Gromnik advancing to the east, together with the 4th 
Imperial and Royal Army following to the north, to break through the Russian positions and, in the further course, to make the Carpathian front west of 
the Lupkow Pass untenable. (Sketch 2.) To do the operations de To bring the two allied armies involved fully in line, the Imperial and Royal 4th Army of 
Archduke Joseph Ferdinand was assigned to Generaloberst v. Mackensen subordinates. The High Command of the 11th Army was bound by the 
instructions of the Austro-Hungarian Army Commander-in-Chief, Field Marshal Archduke Friedrich, who carried out his orders e granted in close 
agreement with the German Supreme Command. The Ku K. Army High Command *) commissioned the German 11th Army to carry out the actual 
breakthrough and instructed the K. & K. 4th Army to take over the protection of the northern flank of the 11th Army. To this end, Archduke Joseph 
Ferdinand was to pull the parts of his troops that had been detached from the front due to the pushing in of the 11th Arm and the stretching of the left 
wing of the Imperial and Royal 3rd Arm to the north, towards the southern wing of his army and along with it attacking the Biala and on the heights 
between the Biala and the Dunajec, defeating the enemy located there. The Imperial and Royal The 3rd Army had to cover the southern flank of the 11th 
Army, which was to advance with its right wing in the general direction of Zmigrod Nw.—Dukla—Sanok of the 11th Army's attack south of the Przegonina 
Valley and the Magora Ridge. The remaining parts of the Imperial and Royal 3.” the K. & K. 2. and the German Southern Army were instructed to 
withdraw Russian? to prevent forces in front of their front. //On April 21, the first German transports arrived at the unloading stations. Because of the 
poor railway conditions, the troops had to move from there, e.g. T. cover three to four days' march to the assembly rooms of the army Grvbow-Alt- 


Sandez-'Aajbrot-Zakliczyn. //*) Corresponds to the German Supreme Army Command. 
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[removed] 


//22 //Preparing to attack. //Difficulty of the task. Measures before entering ... Mackensen presented the German command with a completely new task: a 
broad, cohesive, heavily entrenched enemy front was to be broken through and made to shake in the wake of the breakthrough. What the French had 
always taught in peacetime, to break through the enemy in the middle and then roll up on both sides, what our enemies on the western front had 
actually already tried, but which they had failed with terrible, bloody losses of their own was now to be carried out against an opponent who was a 
master of the art of fortification and who had hitherto shown himself invincible in combat in positions leaning on both sides. It was known that the 
Russian resisted tenaciously and that, accustomed to unconditional obedience, he would rather be killed than vacate the position entrusted to him 
without orders from his superiors. German-Austro-Hungarian troops had already tried to break through the Russian lines in a frontal battle) it was in 
Fanuar/February 1913 at Linsingen's southern army on the snow-covered mountain peaks of the Carpathians. Almost superhuman things had been 
achieved here with 3-A m snow depth and terrible cold of 20-30° below zero; — the Russians had been thrown back, but they had not been able to break 
through. Fresh Russian troops brought up in good time had finally reinforced the breakthrough point again. One had learned from this experiment. When 
choosing the new breakthrough point, the inhospitable high mountains, which presented unusually great difficulties for supplies, had been avoided. 
Above all, however, a terrain was chosen in which sufficient masses of heavy artillery could be employed and brought to good effect; these artillery 
masses had been prepared and transported with sufficient ammunition. Guns of all calibers, from the field gun 96 n./A. by 30.5 cm mortars should 
destroy the Russian positions and obstacles of the attacking troops. The Generaloberst //23 //beat, level if possible, demoralize the enemy and pave the 
way for your own infantry. Altogether there were about 700 guns that had to solve this task (see attachment on page 88), an enormous number for that 
time. Also new was the provision of a large number of mine throwers, the z. T. were assigned in platoons to individual divisions as mobile combat troops. 
In places where the enemy was so close that the artillery could no longer be effective, or where the infantry felt the artillery preparation was not yet 
sufficient, the mortars were used with good results. The sharp, deafening crack of the light, medium and especially the heavy mines did not fail to have 
an effect even on the nervous Russians; their resilience soon faded under mine fire. But the bringing up of so many artillery and mortars, the fiercest 
attacking spirit of the troops in the best condition, the greatest unity of the lower command and the most skilful upper command alone did not 
guarantee the success of the strategic breakthrough. A prime requirement was that the enemy should be taken by surprise. It had to succeed in 
attacking and overrunning the Russians before they could take countermeasures against the impending disaster and bring up strong reserves. In order 
to realize how difficult it was to meet this demand, one must realize that the German attacking troops had to be driven through all of Germany, that the 
appearance of such powerful German formations in Austria was something completely new and therefore of all people who they saw or were aware of 
when a major event was being discussed. outside There were also unloadings and day-long marches to the meeting rooms in an area where the Russian 


espionage had excellently expanded their scouting service with ringing roubles. The relief of the Austro-Hungarian troops by Germans had to take place 


directly before the eyes of the Russians, and finally the preparations for the attack themselves required a long time; they could not be entirely 
withdrawn from ground and air surveillance by the enemy //24 //. What had to be accomplished before the first artillery shot could open the 
breakthrough battle! The transports rolled in non-stop for six days. Immediately after the unloading, the troops shoved into the meeting rooms, during 
which the movements had to remain permanently hidden from enemy aerial reconnaissance, which required considerable attention given the fine May 
weather. Meanwhile the reconnaissance at the front was going on, which was necessary for the replacement of the Austro-Hungarian formations by the 
German attack troops and for the correct use of the individual German branches of arms for the breakthrough. With wise foresight, the German High 
Command had ordered that senior commanders with their general staff officers, artillery commanders, and engineer commanders had to drive first. 
Immediately after their arrival, the reconnaissance of the Austro-Hungarian and Russian positions as well as the approach routes and the development 
area could begin, which was immediately followed by the use of infantry, machine guns, artillery, mortars and engineer units. Air reconnaissance was 
initially forbidden so as not to draw the Russians' attention to section 31t prematurely through the appearance of numerous German aircraft. 
//Mackensen's first orders. The Army High Command had decided, based on personal inspection of the area, to let the 11th Army attack via the line 
Ropica Ruska-Gorlice-Staszkowka-Rzepienik. On April 25, 1915, the basic army order for the division of sections and the replacement of the Austro- 
Hungarian units was issued. On the 26th, as a result of the reconnaissance carried out, the artillery reinforcements of the army corps were regulated 
(see Appendix p. 88) and the first instructions for the Imperial and Royal 4th Army were issued, as well as an orientation of the Austro-Hungarian 3rd 
Army Army of the Imperial and Royal Infantry General Boroevic von Bojna. From these orders and communications, the following intention of 
Generaloberst v. Mackensen: //25 //The 11th Army was to join the 11th Bavarian, the 110th Infantry Division, the XXXXI. Reserve Corps, the Austro- 
Hungarian VI. Army Corps and the Guards Corps. The K. and 11th Honved Cavalry Division was to be assembled south of the Dunajec near and south of 
Zakliczyn by April 27th. The X. Army Corps of General v. Emmich was to remain held back as an army reserve and reach Neu-Sandez with one division 
from the northwest on April 29, and the area east of Rajbrot with the other. The attack to breach the position was planned for May 2nd; 11th Army was 
to push towards the general line Zmigrod Nw.—Kolaczhce. The Imperial and Royal 4th Army was to be grouped between the north wing of 11th Army 
and the Vistula by April 30 in such a way that it was able to attack on its right using as strong a force as possible wing to be carried forward 
simultaneously with 11th Army against the Ryglice-A403 line (about 6 km northwest of Tuchow) and in the further course to cover the left flank of 11th 
Army. The dividing line between 11th and 4th Imperial and Royal Army formed the line: Bialowka-Hehe north of Ciezkowice—A388 about 8 km south of 
Tuchow (relief map and sketch 3). The Imperial and Royal 3rd Army was asked, in accordance with the instructions received from the Imperial and Royal 
Army Commander-in-Chief at the High Command of the 11th Army, to attack the southern flank with a strong left wing and advance south of the 
Przegonina Valley of the 11th Army and to tie up the enemy on the rest of the front. In particular, the need for close cooperation between the left wing of 
the Imperial and Royal 3rd Army and the 11th Bavarian Infantry Division to be deployed on the southern wing of the 11th Army was again pointed out in 
order to prevent the attacking movement of the inner wings of both to time armies as precisely as possible and to eliminate the possibility of enemy 


flanking from one sector to the other. The dividing line between Malastov and Ropica ruska was 3 km high 
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//Go northeast of Przegonina, then cross the Magora ridge towards Konty. //The approximately 35m wide attacking front of the 11th German Army was 
divided into the following sections (Diagram 3): from the army border south of Ropica ruska to Sekowa (inclusive) 11th Bavarian Division //then to 
Gorlice (exclusively) 119th Infantry -Division, then to track 11cm southwest of Podlesie XXXXI. Reserve Corps, followed by the Imperial and Royal VI up 
to the height southwest of Staszkowka. Army corps and from there north to the Bialowka-tzöhe (exclusively) the Guards corps. //Insert the assault troops 
and final preparations. The difficult task of relieving the Austro-Hungarian troops close to the enemy was successful without any losses worth 
mentioning. The 11th Bavarian Division had already taken over its sector by the morning of April 27, so that the Imperial and Royal 10th Infantry 
Division, which had been released there, could arrive in time at the southern wing of Archduke Joseph Ferdinand's army. To do this, they had to march 
along behind the entire front of the new section of the 11th Army and, like the 8th Imperial and Royal Infantry Division, which had been relieved further 
south by the Austro-Hungarian 10th Army Corps of Boroevic's army, crossed the march roads which the formations of the 11th Army pushed to the east 
to relieve them. In addition, there was rain, which softened the paths and made it necessary to lead the heavy German baggage and supply vehicles to 
negotiate the steep inclines. One gets a foretaste of the exertion involved in advancing along the tortuous roads of Galicia. But it was ordered that on 
the night of the 27th/28th should be replaced. It had to be striven for under all circumstances, using all energy, and it was achieved, although the arrival 
of the last transports had been delayed until the evening of the 27th and some troop units had to be pushed directly from the unloading station to their 
sector. An excellent performance by the //27 //troops involved, who had not allowed themselves to be discouraged by crossed marches or stagnant 
marches! Only in sections of the XXXXI. For special reasons, the Reserve Corps only succeeded in releasing the last Austro-Hungarian troops on the night 
of 28.129. April. //So the clear and bright sun of the 29th saw the whole front line of the 11th Army to the right and left of the corps of Field Marshal 
Lieutenant v. Arz in the previous Austro-Hungarian positions flashing German helmets. Since the morning of April 28th, the air activity had begun with all 
forces; for it had been learned that the Russians had been informed since the afternoon of the 27th that German troops had been brought in. The task 
now was to disrupt the enemy planes in their reconnaissance and observation missions. It was still hoped that the Russian army command was 
completely in the dark about the strength of the German troops that had been brought up and about their intentions. So far, German divisions had often 
appeared south of the upper Vistula, with the Imperial and Royal 4th Army the 47th Reserve Division, with the Southern Army the 48th Reserve Division, 
the 3rd Guards, 1st and 4th Infantry Division, finally in the Imperial and Royal 3rd Army the German Beskydy Corps. One was certainly accustomed to 
seeing nothing out of the ordinary with the outsiders. One could hope all the more that the enemy high command in western Galicia was not expecting a 
large-scale attack, as their attention must be directed north at this time. There the Commander-in-Chief East had taken generous measures to ease 
Mackensen's thrust in order to tie down the enemy who was almost doubly superior to him and to attract further Russian forces. From Bon der Pilica to 
Niemen, in the middle of the last third of the month, heavy artillery fire had begun, combined with a forward feeling of the infantry, so that the Russians 


felt compelled to pull up strong reserves to the front everywhere in anticipation of an attack. North of the Niemen was a German //28 //group consisting 


of two infantry divisions, a mixed division from Tilsit and three cavalry divisions under Lieutenant General v. Lauenstein since the night of 2K./27. April in 
a broad front in the action on Schaulen. It was already approaching this place on the 29th (sketch 1). On this day the Russians began an unsuccessful 
attack against the southern army, thereby pinning down strong forces in front of this front, a sign that they still had no idea of the blow intended for 
them in western Galicia but the massive offensive work now to be carried out by Mackensen's army remained hidden.This could perhaps be achieved for 
a few more days by pushing back or suppressing enemy air reconnaissance; dau But it was to be feared that the well-directed Russian espionage would 
sooner or later succeed in gaining clarity about the attacking intentions of the Central Powers. It was therefore necessary to hasten the preparations for 
the attack by any means necessary. But let's get a rough idea of what still had to be done: the construction of numerous new battery positions and 
kilometer-long billet dams as access routes there, the expansion of approach trenches and the previous front lines for the covered approach and the 
accommodation of the reserves, the laying down of the extensive one Material to overcome and remove enemy obstacles, the installation of mortars and 
the ban of the numerous necessary telephone lines, the establishment of command posts for all command organs, continuation of the reconnaissance of 
enemy positions, especially those in the rear, from the ground and from the air e.g. T. through photography, preparation of view and other sketches and 
duplication of these in such a way that even the smallest attacking formations could be equipped with them, preparation of artillery target and fire 
distribution sketches, ensuring the connection between artillery and infantry and between those in the front line located artillery observers and the 
artillery command posts. Then all measures had to be taken for a safe and fast replenishment, e.g. installation of food and ammunition magazines far 
forward, of engineer depots with //29 //assault equipment, plenty of mortar ammunition and hand grenades. Creation of sufficient medical facilities of all 
kinds, provision of sufficient columns and trains for the supply of the troops and for the deportation of the wounded in the event of rapid advance, calling 
in sufficient personnel and material for road and bridge repairs beyond the Russian positions. All of this had to be touched on here, so that even the 
layman could get a certain insight into the enormous mental and physical work that had to be done here by leaders and troops before the attack could 
be launched. Meanwhile, the Army High Command issued the final instructions, formed a combined corps from the 11th Bavarian and 119th Infantry 
Divisions under the Kgl. Bavarian Lieutenant General Ritter v. Kneussl and divided up the combat zones shown in Sketch 3, in which the formations had 
to break through the enemy and, supporting each other, push inexorably. //By the morning of May 1st a tremendous feat had been accomplished; 
everything was prepared down to the smallest detail. Even at the last moment, the heavy troop vehicles, the baggage and column wagons, were 
replaced by light, mobile Panje vehicles and columns of pack animals. Some troop commanders were initially appalled at the changed appearance of 
their baggage and columns. In these formations, too, the German was accustomed to the most scrupulous order and precise composition; now you 
suddenly saw in the middle of the heavy German wagons, which were only half loaded, four and two-horse traditional carts and wagons on which Austro- 
Hungarian train soldiers, civilian coachmen and Ruthenian peasants in picturesque but often dirty costumes steeds directed. Behind them stood long 
columns of pack animals with crates of ammunition and cooking supplies and never-ending rows of horses with carrying saddles on them. War in the 
foothills, something completely new for our brave Pomeranians, Poseners, Silesians, Markers, Hanoverians and probably also for a large part of the 


Bavarians! It was unusual; but they were not afraid of it. One would afford it, and soon saw 
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//You can see how excellently the trains with the little "Panje horses" assigned by the Austro-Hungarian army command proved themselves in this 
difficult terrain and later on the bad roads. The animals were frugal in their food and tireless in their work Provided the German command authorities 
with definite, firm and clear orders, the Imperial and Royal trains were always there where they were needed //May 1, 1915 //Morning Almost cloudless, 
blue sky! German and Austro-Hungarian leaders may <****>~/have woken up early in the morning with the anxious question on their lips: "What's the 
weather like?". The good Lord was once again kind to us. As the clock advanced, the hot? the May sun burned into the valleys; scarcely did a gentle 
breeze soften the temperature, which was quite high for this time of year, on the hilltops. During the night the attacking troops from all over the front 
had pushed their positions, some of which were up to 1.5 km away from the Russian lines, closer to the enemy. Attempts were now made to deepen the 
new positions. At the rear, near the batteries, the finishing touches were being put on the well-arranged, tall stacks of ammunition; here and there a 
gunner lovingly wiped out his gun barrel. But everywhere the non-gunners checked directions from time to time. For the rest, deep silence reigned on 
the whole battlefield—the calm before the storm!. Only in the air did the flying machines whirr; they monitored the enemy and protected their own 
offensive installations from the uninvited looks of the Russian air pilots. But hidden behind bushes, from shelters and from the wooded hilltops, hundreds 
of scissor telescopes peered across at the enemy. The assigned target and attack strips were observed over and over again; nothing bad showed up. 
The enemy did not seem to have increased their artillery and did not expect a major attack here. General-//31 //Colonel v. Mackensen, who had his army 
headquarters in Neu-Sandez, had everything ready (Sketch 3). To the right of his proven Bayern, who already in the night of 28/29. After the Russian 
posts had been driven out in the Sekowa Valley and the steep slopes east of this section as well as Ropica ruska had been firmly in hand the following 
night and victoriously held against all counterattacks, the Austro-Hungarian X Army Corps of the K. & K. 3rd Army, while north of the Guards Corps 
moved in from the south K. & K. IX. Army corps of Archduke Joseph Ferdinand's army. From the available reconnaissance reports it was evident that the 
attack on the Russian positions would not be child's play. The enemy lines between the Carpathian ridge and the Vistula had been well developed and 
very skilfully laid out for about five months. Every advantage offered by the hilly terrain, corresponding to the character of the foothills of the German 
Alps or that of the Hörselberge in Thuringia, had been exploited. Flanking one another, the Russian positions, laid out one above the other in tiers, 
stretched out on the steep hilltops and their slopes, carefully protected by broad obstacles. Specially selected bases and flanking systems, as well as 
machine guns cleverly installed further back, should stop the occurrence of a possible attacker. Of course, the crests dominating the terrain had been 
fortified very strongly; here there were up to seven rows of trenches in a row. Such points were the Zamczysko hill east of Sekowa, the Kamieniec forest 
east of Podlesie, the Pustki hill northeast of Luzna, the heights south of Staszkowka and the mountains near Lubcza southwest of Tarnow. The second 
defense system of the Russians lay in the course of the heights south of RozdTARGET, Wilczak Hill southwest of Biecz, Lipie Hill, Brzanka Hill, heights 


northeast of Tuchow, Gorskie Hill south of Tarnow. A third position was dug on the high Watkowa mountains—Ostra Gora east of Cieklin—heights north 
of Harkkowa and west of Faslo, and on the steep west bank of the //32 //Wisloka west of Kolaczyce, north of lodlowa, then running further northwest. //It 
was clear the task was difficult; but one could hope that the Russian battlefield was lessened by the terrible blood sacrifices made in vain in the 
Carpathians, especially on the Dukla mountain*. Only a short time ago, the Russian breakthrough storms had died down there. For better or for worse, 
Nikolai Nikolayevich had to convince himself that his infantry, driven from the rear by machine gun and artillery fire and by blows of whips and sabers 
from the Cossacks, could not break through the Austro-Hungarian lines, into which the iron wall of the inserted the German Beskid Corps te. Nikolai 
Nikolayevich boasted that he had left MO000 dead there alone, not counting the countless wounded. Not only had he suffered a terrible defeat, but he 
had shaken the morale of his entire army, which had had to attack again and again over the mortuary mounds of their own countrymen until finally they 
no longer obeyed the orders of the supreme commander. One could count on this diminished fighting strength of the Russians. On the other hand, the 
spirit and condition of the allied assault forces were excellent. Everyone knew everything down to the last detail. Every conceivable measure had been 
taken to ensure uniformity of action, and from the commander-in-chief to the leader of the infantry group it was believed that only speed of action could 
carry the attacking force through the strong enemy lines without too great a loss and breakthroughs was able to provide the desired long-distance 
effects. Every troop formation had to endeavor to keep the advance in the assigned attack zone constantly in flux. The Army High Command had 
indicated two means of doing this in its directives: separating the attacking infantry in depth and quickly following the artillery. Depth structure of the 
attacking infantry? //33 //By this one has to understand the following: The battle strip for the infantry formations must be so narrow that the attacking 
troops can advance in several waves one after the other. The rear wave has to pull the front wave forward when its power of attack threatens to come to 
an end. In addition, however, the leader must retain a sufficiently strong reserve in order to exploit a success or to prevent a setback. This ensures that 
the frontal movement is constantly kept in flux, but that the effect achieved at one point can quickly be transmitted to the neighboring front. On the 
other hand, that part of the force which has advanced most quickly is prevented from exposing itself to the danger of being flanked and encircled by the 
enemy. If the troops were not to be prevented from advancing and from exploiting the enemy's weaknesses, the army high command was not allowed to 
give the corps and divisions daily goals in the sense that their setting would dampen the possibility of further advance. This, however, created enormous 
difficulties for the upper command, and it became absolutely necessary to maintain constant contact within the divisions and between the individual 
neighboring divisions and corps, also beyond the army borders. Above all, all means had to be used to constantly report back, so that the army high 
command was kept informed at all times. Only then could it bring in its supply troops, which it had eliminated in the form of the two divisions of the X. 
Army Corps, as the circumstances demanded and as their probable use required. By the evening of May 2 the divisions of the corps had to cross the 
Dunajec - they had to reach: southern division Grybow-Neu-Sandez area, northern the area southeast of Rajbrot. (Sketch 2.) //All this was once more 


carefully thought out by the guides,' as the brilliant sun climbed higher and higher in the sky. The hours crawled by like snails. the span 
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nutig grew and grew. The incoming reports from the aeroplanes were checked with an iron calm. The enemy seemed to have about one or two divisions 
in reserve in the Jaslo-Biecz area; but the troop movements reported to him still did not indicate that he was preparing to repel a large-scale attack. 
//Start of zeroing. The night of 1/2 May. It was past twelve o'clock in the afternoon! Soon afterwards it was seen flashing here and there in 11th Army's 
battery positions. Cannon, howitzer, and mortar shells hissed through the air; Scattered seemingly haphazardly across the terrain, they proposed to 
engage in and behind enemy lines. The inconspicuous firing of the assault artillery had begun. Just like the effective firing of the heavy artillery the next 
day, it was directed by an artillery commander*) in each corps. The difficult work was made easier by the clear view and brilliant observation possibilities 
from the hilltops. The windless weather also allowed the flying activities to develop fully. The Russians may have noticed here and there the shooting at 
hitherto unfired areas of the terrain and the artillery fire hitting far into the rear area; in some places one will also have noticed the appearance of new 
artillery; but still no one seemed to suspect what was to come. But if our opponents had really recognized our intentions now, it would have been far too 
late. For already during the night continuous waves of fire set in, which swept along the prospective approach routes of enemy reserves and showered 
accessible important road junctions with a hail of shells. At the same time, enemy barracks and positions were under fire. In order to lure the enemy into 
their front trenches and make them tired of the alarm, the infantry shouted "Hurrah" about five minutes before each wave of fire. During the lulls in the 
fire, the infantry worked its way up to within storming distance of the enemy, if this had not already happened. Engineers crept forward to cut lanes in 
the Russian wire obstacles Repair work could not be made possible. //Meanwhile, from the north, artillery fire could be heard from time to time; there, 
mainly as a distraction, the left wing of Archduke Joseph Ferdinand's army had already begun the crossing over the lower Dunajec, while the strong right 
wing This army and the German 47th Reserve Division located in the middle of the army according to the instructions of Generaloberst von Mackensen 
only the next day in accordance with mi t the 11th Army had to advance the attack across the Dunajec and the Biala towards the heights in the area of 
Tukhov-Tarnow. (Sketch 8.) //Thus dawned the morning of May 2nd, again with the sun shining brightly and the view clear. //May 2, 1915. //>*m ^08 
Target firing of the artillery. "Bon 6 to 3 o'clock in the morning effective artillery firing" then immediately afterwards storming of the infantry!" The army 
watch had been issued the day before and checked again; nothing stirred; everything seemed to have fallen asleep in the morning after the restless 
night "At the general commands, the divisional headquarters down to the front battery and the flanking platoon, all the artillery commanders or their 
officials stood with their clocks in hand. The batteries were fully manned, the guns were loaded, the guns were aimed. Now the battery commanders 
raised their guns the arm. The clock showed six o'clock sharp, and at the same time the missiles came from the barrels of the batteries. Thousands and 
thousands of missiles of all calibers rushed across to the enemy. The mountain valleys echoed dully in many places; like a terrible roar of a thunderstorm 
it trembled through the joy. Over there you could see high clouds of dust whirling up; meters high the yellow-brown ground splashed into the air; grey-sh 
warty smoke soon enveloped the enemy lines. Here and there one could see obstacle posts or parts of the Spanish cavalry positioned in front of the 
Russian positions //3t) //fly in the air; Beams from shelters that had been punctured were ripped up. The enemy trenches seemed to be slowly being 
leveled. Farther back isolated villages and homesteads went up in flames; falling grenades had detonated there. In a few places one saw Russians 


fleeing from the trenches and approach trenches; it was mostly the case where the attacker's skillfully deployed guns could shrapnel the length of the 


line. In general, however, the enemy remained relatively calm; he had taken refuge in his dugouts; its artillery did not seem very powerful. Where she 
tries to return the German-Austro-Hungarian fire e, she was seized by flat fire and howitzers, and soon silenced. Far behind the Russian positions one 
could see thick roadside trees snapping like matchsticks along the big streets; heavy flat-track guns kept the enemy approach roads under fire. The 2 hr 
showed about 8:30 am. Then a hell of a noise broke out. Sharp, piercing cracks ripped through the air and echoed on the mountain walls; huge masses 
of brown earth and walls of black smoke rose up like fountains. The mine-throwers had begun their work of destruction. Stone houses, known to be 
manned by Russians with machine guns, collapsed like houses of cards; enemy entrenchments and strong flanking installations were easily smashed 
and torn asunder. The devastation caused was terrible. Artillery and mine fire was repeatedly concentrated against the strongest points of the enemy's 
defenses. One had the impression that nothing could live there anymore. If the tremendous noise subsided for a few seconds, then one could hear in the 
distance huge explosions, and probably also see enormous fires spreading more and more on the horizon. A squadron of planes was at work! For the 
first time the airmen not only solved reconnaissance but also combat tasks. Reporting directly to the Army High Command, they had advanced into 

//37 //the enemy's rear for bombing. There they covered railroad junctions, bridges, columns and troops marching in a body with huge masses of 
explosives. They did it. Extermination work equal to the artillery and the mortars. Further the clock hand advanced; it was past 9.30 am. Our infantry 
had hitherto remained completely concealed in their trenches and dugouts; now and then a head peeked out. Some leaders looked again at the targets; 
they were for the combined Kneuss corps the Zamczysko mountain and the heights of Sokol southeast of Gorlice, for the XLXXI. Aeserve Corps the 
heights north of Gorlice and the Kamieniec Forest, for the Austro-Hungarian VI. Army corps of the Pustli mountain and the height at Wratrowka and for 
the guard corps the ridge line running east of Staszkowka in a northwesterly direction to the Bialowka height. The fire soon grew to the highest intensity; 
what cannon and mortar barrels could do was chased out. The infantry attack. Shortly before 10 a.m. the noise stopped as if by magic. The infantry 
advanced all along the line, led by sapper assault troops with wire cutters and hand grenades, while after a few minutes artillery fire resumed, but now 
only against the approach trenches, rear positions, and approach roads. A curtain of fire of iron and lead blocked the way for Russian reinforcements. In 
the meantime some field guns had rushed up to destroy with direct fire the Russian machine guns which, according to experience, appeared 40-50 m 
behind the enemy lines to defend themselves. The leaders held their breath; all eagerly watched forward. //How will the storm end? All artillery 
commanders carefully followed the advance of the infantry lines, which made the sections reached more clearly recognizable by special flags carried 


high. Soon the scissor telescopes ventured openly onto the heights everywhere; one had to see more clearly, had to 
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//follow closely so as not to stop the brave infantry with your own artillery fire, but to help them immediately wherever it was needed. Excellent 
observation opportunities were available from the high hilltops. Already in a few places the infantry could be seen advancing uninterruptedly. From the 
trenches and dugouts the Russians came out with their arms raised to surrender to the attacker. In places they did not wait for the attack at all, but ran, 
sometimes cutting through the wire obstacles themselves, towards the German-Austro-Hungarian infantry in order to be taken prisoner. The moral effect 
of the overwhelming artillery and mine fire had been tremendous. According to prisoners, many Russians had lain on the bottom of the trench during the 
shelling and begged God to save their lives. Their power of resistance was broken after they had convinced themselves that their own artillery was 
powerless against the assault artillery with the little ammunition available. Bitter fighting broke out in many places along the front. Here, too, the 
Russian proved himself to be a brave soldier and tough defender of the lines entrusted to him. //At the 11th Bavarian Division. At 8:30 a.m. the left wing 
of the Imperial and Royal 3rd Army was already there with its! X. Army Corps launched the storm. Dashing forward undaunted, the infantry of the 
Austro-Hungarian 21st Infantry Division had taken possession of the heights immediately to the east of Malastow and was about to cross the valley floor 
stretching between Ropica ruska and Przegonina, when the swarming lines of the 11th Infantry Division rushed forward impetuously .Bavarian division 
raised and climbed the slopes southeast and east of Sekowa. From the sector of the 119th Infantry Division the firelight of the burning Sokol shone 
across. Bayern's attack terrain was extremely difficult. Rising steeply, it offered almost no cover at first, while the enemy sat invisible in dense forests, 
from where the attackers met heavy infantry and machine gun fire. The heavy artillery had //39 //failed to destroy the wire obstacles.; here troops of 
infantry and engineers had to help out with wire cutters and quick-release bridges. Many a brave man had to seal his foolhardiness with death. But 
nothing could stop those determined to win. A company commander of the Bavarian Infantry Regiment No. 22, which first took a Jaege south of 
Zamczysko Hill, vividly describes the bloody struggle as follows: “The god of the Germans was with us. At exactly 10 a.m. we climbed up the hill. From 
the right over the Mulde and above from the Jägerhäusl *) we got some terrible flank fire. — More and more we pushed forward, crawling and digging in. 
The fire was strongest from the right side. But they were still shooting from the front, so there were still people in the ditch. Equipped with shoe signs, 
our people climbed up to the wire obstacle. Up to that point our artillery had accompanied the advance with a firing shoe close in front of us. At the wire 
obstacle, which was still intact, the process faltered. | was very worried about how | could get through it. First the machine guns were brought in and put 
into action at overhanging points. They held down the enemy trench crew. Jumping over the obstacle was almost impossible; one would have gotten 
stuck in it and shot down mainly from the right. Suddenly there was a jerk on the left; the Russians seemed to be going back. Our people immediately 
jumped up, | jumped over the wire obstacle. People follow me! One stumbled, the other got stuck, but soon we were mostly in the ditch. The Russians 
were already holding up their hands and whining. It looked terrible here in the ditch. Dead and horribly mutilated Russians lay in and behind it. 
Wounded, rifles, thousands of cartridges, cooking utensils and all kinds of materials were lying around on the floor. The artillery and the mortars had 
done a terrible job." //The Bavarian infantry //*) Located about 1 km east of the A 469. //40 //Regiment No. 3 stormed the Zamczysko mountains and got 
special laurels immediately to the west, heavily wooded hill 507. On this, the Russians, who had not been shaken by the preceding artillery fire, gave the 
attackers, who were struggling to climb, a hard time, especially with flanking machine gun fire "on all fours" from bush to bush, from steep slope to 
steep slope, until they finally appeared directly in front of the obstacle, which fortunately had been destroyed in many places. Now the enemy resistance 
collapsed; part of the crew fled, the other resulted. The advance of the 3rd Bavarians was carried out so quickly that at around 8:15 in the afternoon the 
order to attack the enemy positions on the highest point of Zamczysko Hill could be given. Heavy mortar fire broke out once more; the firing ranges of 


these guns were just enough. For a short time, the 554 m peak disappeared in smoke and turbulent earth, then the regiment, bayonet fixed, attacked 


again. Supported to the south by the Bavarian 22nd Regiment, to the north by an all-encompassing battalion of the 46th Reserve Infantry Regiment of 
the 119th Infantry Division, the 3rd Bavarians were able to wrest the summit from the enemy after a hard struggle that day. The storming of Zamczysko 
Hill has often been compared to the storming of Spicherer Heights in 1870. The terrain on both battlefields is very similar, only the peaks of Zamczysko 
Hill are sometimes even steeper and densely forested, so that the leadership and advance of the troops were extremely difficult. Simultaneously with 
the Zamczysko Mountains, the heights halfway Ropica ruska and Wapienne also fell further south after heavy fighting. //At the 119th Infantry Division. 
Parts of the Silesian Reserve Regiment No. 46 of the 119th Infantry Division took part in the storming of the Zamczysko Hill from the north. major 
general v. Vehr had placed the emphasis on his right //41 //wing, recognizing that after gaining the lofty heights there, the terrain farther north would fall 
easily into his hands by rolling up from the south. While on both sides of the burning Sokol Colonel Zwenger and his Silesian-Posen regiment from Glogau 
and Fraustadt attacked the Russians and hit them badly, Major General v. Suter personally advanced the Graf Kirchbach Infantry Regiment (46), 
reinforced by the 1st Battalion of the 46th Reserve Infantry Regiment and the 4th Company of the 21st Engineers, to storm the northern slope of 
Zamczysko Hill and Hill 349 . Shoulder to shoulder with the Bavarians, the Poseners and Silesians lived up to their old military glory again. Very well 
supported by the closely approaching gun batteries of the divisional artillery regiment, under its commander, Lieutenant Colonel Krulle, the infantry 
broke through three enemy lines and then turned north to give the comrades fighting at Sokol some breathing space. At a base at the fork in the road 
southeast of Sokol, in the forest to the east and on the heights immediately north of the town where there was a large solid redoubt, there was a terrible 
scuffle in which bayonet, butt and even fists had to do bloody work. The enemy knew that with these heights Gorlice fell; he wrestled with the old 
exasperation we comrades-in-arms know him from the great battles of 1914. Again the heavy mine throwers had to go into action against the southeast 
edge of Gorlice, howitzers and mortars against the heights north of Sokol; Colonel Zwenger presented his 58 again, while Colonel v. Arent his 46 he 
threw from the south. Encircled in a semicircle, the defender finally laid down his arms to many tizzards. The battlefield looked terrible. On the 
southeastern edge of Gorlice, where the 58th Regiment had finally penetrated and advanced victoriously, whole rows of dead Russians lay; The effect of 
the mines against a heavily entrenched lumber yard was particularly terrible. Here, numerous Russians lay in tatters in the rubble. Around 1 p.m., a 


Russian brigade was approaching 
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reported by Biecz via Libusza on Kobylanka. The commander of the reserve infantry regiment No. 46, Colonel Matthiass, took over the flank protection of 
the troops of Major General v. suter But the Russ came too late; the enemy positions had long been in our hands; the brave defender had already laid 
down his arms. Artillery and infantry eagerly awaited the appearance of the new enemy. When the weather was clear, the enemy's rear area was clearly 
visible; In addition, the column was constantly monitored by our pilots, who made the appropriate reports. Finally, around 4 o'clock in the afternoon, the 
marching column emerges from Kobylanka. On our side, the battlefield seems deserted. You let the enemy get even closer, and then the hurricane 
breaks loose. The column was showered with artillery fire from all sides, so that it turned around as quickly as possible. The brigade was not seen again 
that day. In the pursuit, ground was gained until fresh enemy resistance was met on the heights south of Kryg and west of Kobylanka. After new artillery 
preparations, towards evening the storm was attacked again, and after it was carried out victoriously on the hilltops south of Kryg, south of Kobylanka 
and at the foot of Hill 323 northeast of Gorlice, there was a rest. //Since the afternoon, a thick, impenetrable, black cloud of smoke has been coming 
from Gorlice across the battlefield. The tanks of a naphtha factory had caught fire, either from artillery fire or from Russian arson. During the whole night 
the bright flames blazed high up in the sky, while the black smoke darkened the stars. A peculiar, unforgettable, eerily beautiful sight! Gorlice himself 
had been badly shot down in previous fighting; now it was just a heap of rubble. Nevertheless, hundreds of residents, mostly caftan Jews with their 
families, held out in the cellars while our artillery was firing. The rural populace seemed immune to the horrors of war; peasants plowing behind the 
Russian positions //43 //during our artillery preparations had been observed. //The Assault of Corps Francois. The divisional command of Major General 
Fabarius, whose 82nd Reserve Division had advanced north of the 119th Infantry Division, had prudently forbidden the sending of strong forces into the 
sea of rubble at Gorlice. The city with its cellars and shelters must fall if the surrounding heights fell into the hands of the attackers. Accordingly, the 
infantry brigade commander, Colonel Kaupert, had set his main thrust against the Kirchhofshöhe west of Gorlice and the knoll 337 north of the town. 
Heavy mine throwers had done the preliminary work here. The Silesian Reserve Infantry Regiment No. 271 had a very special weapon luck. It was 
destined to take the Jewish cemetery on the western slope of height 357, which had been built with all the means of modern fortification art, and this 
height itself, while further south parts of the Reserve Regiment 272 attacked and occupied the enemy in Gorlic” from the west, on the left wing! of the 
division, the markers of the 270th Reserve Regiment went on the offensive. A comrade-in-arms described the actions of the 271st in the following words: 
“On May 2, at 10 a.m. sharp, the three companies of a battalion deployed in Breslau broke out of the trenches in broken rifle lines, and at exactly the 


same time the last company moved to the right wing. With the battalion commander in the lead, the brave troop charged up the hill, showered with 


almost insane enemy fire, which was reinforced by flanking infantry and machine gun fire from the right from Gorlice. But neither the fire, nor the 
ditches, ravines, swamps and barricades could stop the assault course. The ranks were getting thinner and thinner*), a company commander, three 
officers and many non-commissioned officers and men soon sprinkled their blood on the assault course, but after 35 minutes it was reached the enemy 
in spite of the heat of the tropical sun, and the near- //*) Author's note: The entire division lost that day: dead 5 officers, 137 men; wounded 1 Oisizier, 
364 men; missing 2 men. //44 //fight started. Bayonet and butt raged terribly, and the Russians in their trenches were terrified. But the band of heroes, 
even if badly diminished, did a great job. Another ten minutes and the top of the mountain was reached.' Meanwhile the heavy artillery had been firing 
continuously at Gorlice, and mine after mine was also burrowing into the cellars of the 'former' town. Suddenly an enemy marching column appeared on 
the western edge of Gorlice, with a white flag in the foreground. More than one company surrendered, utterly shocked The 272nd regiment was hit by 
the bombardment. The artillery barrage was now shifted northeast beyond the city, and the 271st penetrated the tangle of rubble from the north, only to 
capture the rest of the Russian garrison after fierce hand-to-hand fighting . Two thousand prisoners, 9 machine guns, 2 artillery pieces and conspicuous 
war equipment were the daily spoils of the brave regiment. No sooner had the division's cannon batteries and a light field howitzer battery seen the first 


Silesians appear on the knoll than they rushed up and up the steep slopes as fast as the difficult terrain would allow. They arrived just in time to 


completely thwart a counterattack by strong Russian forces against the 2nd Battalion of the 270th Reserve Infantry Regiment, which was deployed on 
the left wing of the division. In the well-aimed rapid fire of the markers and the surprisingly appearing batteries, the Russian storm surge rolled back to 
the east with considerable bloody losses. At the same time, an airman reported that a Russian brigade was marching towards Gorlice from the 
northeast. The attack was therefore temporarily halted; one wanted to receive the enemy properly. But at about 3 o'clock in the afternoon the news 
came that the new enemy had turned towards Zagorzany. Marching back to Kwiatonowice, he was effectively caught by the division's 10 cm cannon and 
by the field artillery lurking on Hill 357. He hadn't even gotten involved in the fight. Towards 4 o'clock in the afternoon the attack was again suspended 
along the entire front. The Russians now abandoned all serious //45 //resistance, leaving the 82nd Reserve Division to occupy Glinik and the heights to 
the north and east of it until nightfall, and dug in for the night. On that glorious day, the division had been able to bring in a major general, 17 officers, 
and 3,593 men as prisoners. The 81st Reserve Division had to fight very hard for the Kamieniec Forest. (Sketch 4.) It had deployed the Reserve Infantry 
Regiment No. 269 on its left wing. This had already suffered considerable losses when approaching the storming position through fire from the forest and 
flanking installations further west. When the infantry attacked, with the 267th Reserve Regiment from Hill 427 in the direction of the forest at -O- 335, 
the 269th Reserve Regiment between the southern edge of Mszanka and Wola-Luzanska with the main thrust against Podlesie and the Kamieniec 

Forest , in between the Ill. Battalion of the 268th Reserve Regiment — the other two were divisional reserves — machine guns appeared everywhere on 
the slopes in bushes, houses and steep slopes, which soon greatly delayed the advance. The right wing of the division succeeded in a short time in 
penetrating the forest at -y- 335 and making contact with the sister division. The extreme left wing was able to close in on Podlesie, while the center was 
pinned to the ground by a strong, unflinching opponent. Around this time the rifle lines of the 12th Infantry Division of the Imperial and Royal Corps on 
the left could be seen climbing the western slopes of Pustki Mountain. It was hoped that this would relieve the attack on Kamieniec Forest - Podlesie. The 
divisional commander posted a battalion of his reserve on the left wing of the division; but again and with undiminished strength flank fire struck the 
storming units from the ridge between Kamieniec Forest and Pustki Hill, so that at about 11 o'clock in the morning the decision had to be taken to 
prepare artillery again. For more than an hour, light and heavy field howitzer shells pounded the slopes where enemy positions were located. Meanwhile, 


General v. Francois who as corps reserve back 
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held mass of reserve regiment 270 to the area of Wola-Luzanska; major general v. Stocken also sent his last reserve battalion there. At the same time, 
parts of the field artillery were brought forward much further. When the heavy artillery fell silent at about 12.30 p.m., the German swarm lines rolled up 
the slope in a continuous attack, while the western edge of the forest was covered by well-aimed fire from the nearby field batteries and the defenders 
there were held down. At 1:20 p.m. the 269ers succeeded in penetrating the edge of the forest and using wire cutters and rifle butts to make a way 
through the heavily wired forest that had been converted into a fortress. Two thousand prisoners and 6 machine guns remained in the hands of this 
regiment alone. With this the enemy's main resistance seemed broken; however, in the middle of the Divisionö section, the III. Battalion/268 still not 
gaining ground. As a result, the division commander, under the unified supreme command of Lieutenant Colonel Vorberg, allowed the 269th Reserve 
Regiment to advance straight ahead to the east and northeast, and the 1st and 2nd Battalion 263rd Reserve Regiments to the south against the front of 
the Ill. Battalion of the latter regiment swung in to the enemy holding east of Mszarcka. At 3 o'clock in the afternoon the first and soon afterwards the 
second Russian position at Mszanka fell into our hands. At the same time, the 267s, closely following the left wing of Fabarius Division, advanced further 
in the forest at -cp- 333, while field batteries followed the infantry here too and now flanked the heights northeast of Mszanka from the south. Now the 
enemy soon gave up his resistance completely. The division's infantry, pushing after the retreating enemy, reached Zagorzany and the southern foothills 
of Moszczenica that evening; weak advanced troops still took the heights east of the brook in their hands. Falling dusk saw all of the division's artillery 
pressing forward towards the heights west of the creek valley, to enable the infantry to hold that line against any strong Russian counter-attacks that 
night. //47 //The Imperial and Royal VI. Army Corps and our Guard. The Galician and Moravian-Silesian battalions of the Imperial and Royal 12th Infantry 
Division and the well-proven Angarn of the 39th Honved Infantry Division had also been able to complete their task. On the right wing of Arz's corps, the 
regiments of Kestranek's division had gradually wrested home soil from the Russians in a bold move. The slopes of Pustki Mountain were taken by the 
Imperial and Royal 56th Infantry Regiment and parts of the Imperial and Royal 100th Infantry Regiment at the first attempt; hand-to-hand combat only 
broke out on the wooded crest, in which the Russians (regiments of the 31st Infantry Division) finally had to give way to the embittered attacker. After 
the fall of this height and the ridge adjoining it to the south, the strong flanking Russian machine gun effect against the Kamieniec forest diminished. 
Parts of the division swung to the left in support of the K. and 39th Honved Infantry Division. The Angarn had to fight an incomparably more difficult 
battle against the Russians who were stationed on the Wiatrowka Hill and on the ridge south of Staszkowka. But the sons of fair Angarland were not used 
to stopping at trouble. The first storm failed, and the second was also unsuccessful. Not discouraged, but embittered, they made the third attempt. Next 
to them they knew the famous Prussian Guard; they didn't want to be inferior to her and — they did the same to her. Shoulder to shoulder with her they 
stormed hilltops, forests and the countless individual farmsteads in which the Russians defended themselves desperately but in vain. In the evening 
General v. Arz reported that his troops were victorious on the hills just west of Moszczenica and west of Hill 409 southeast of Turza. The Guard Corps 
joined them to the north; it had conquered the heights east of Turza and Rzepienik-Biskupi. general v Plettenberg was again able to book a day of honor 
for his divisions. In the sector of the corps the artillery had worked brilliantly under Major-General Trimborn. Prepared for the attack: 2nd Guards Infantry 
Division against //48 //the heights near Staszkowka and -v- 382 east of Ciezkowice, 1st Guards Infantry Division north of it to the southern slope of the 
Bialowka Heights. Already at the first attempt fell A 437 southwest of Staszkowka, the mentioned height 382 and in the section of Prince Eitel Friedrich's 
division the crest 358 south of the Bialowka height. The field batteries of the 1st Guards Division, which z. T. had advanced independently, their fire from 
the height 358 and the crests south of it. At the same time the Kaiser Franz regiment stormed up the bare hill 405 and made numbers there rich 
prisoners. Farther south, the Elizabethans fought long and bloodily for victory. The Russians had established themselves here in and north of Staszkowka 
for fierce resistance; In addition, flanking artillery and machine-gun fire swept along the attacking ranks from Pustki Hill and the northern slopes of the 


heights near Wiatrowka. The Kaiser Alexander Garde-Grenadier-Regiment deployed alongside the Queen Elisabeth regiment also found it difficult to gain 


ground in the direction of Staszkowka. While the 4th Guards Infantry Brigade, echeloned strongly to the right over -o- 405 and north, continued to 
advance eastwards, the 8th Guards Infantry Brigade only managed to reach Staszkowka from the north with the Elizabeth Regiment around 1 p.m to 
penetrate and clear the northwestern part of the town of the enemy, while the eastern sector of the elongated village was still under the concentrated 
fire of the mortars and heavy howitzers. A bitter house fight raged in this place for a long time; The struggle of the Garde-Grenadier-Regiments 
Alexander and Elisabeth was infinitely difficult. But they pressed the Russian so hard that he did not notice that meanwhile disaster was threatening him 
from the east. The Kaiser Franz regiment, advancing on Turza, had swung south towards Hill 404 and attacked the enemy stationed there with the 
bayonet. Without waiting for the Hungarians, who were fighting hard further south, the 3rd Guards Infantry Brigade, using the last reserves, attacked 
again and took Stasztowka in their hands. The foremost parts reached in the Nach//49 //at 4 o'clock in the afternoon already reached the height 404. 
Also further north the attack progressed along the whole line, nevertheless the wing of the K.N.K.IX. Army Corps was still far behind. Lieutenant General 
V. Winckler and Colonel Prince Eitel Friedrich agreed that the best way to help the brave allies fighting to the right and left of them was to push hard 
eastwards. They did not waver when airmen reported the approach of strong Russian forces from Rozembark and Olpiny. With their orders given in this 
sense, they followed the instructions of General Frhr. v. Plettenberg in a brilliant manner and had the result that the Russians, despite their 
reinforcements, did not counterattack at all, but limited themselves to the defense of Turza and the heights to the east and north of it. But even here he 
was no longer able to withstand the approach of the Guards regiments. Shortly after 3 p.m. the first Elizabethans entered Turza. With tambourines 
beating and batteries rushing towards them, the last storm was launched on the heights east of the town and east of Rzepienik-Biskupi. At about 6.30 
p.m. the enemy, who had been defeated again, flowed back to the east, while the Guards Corps regrouped in the line of heights south of Turza — point 
396 — point 340 — rear east of Rzepienik-Biskupi and prepared for the night to ward off enemy counterattacks, at the same time with flank fire right and 
left, making the difficult task easier for the Austro-Hungarian troops. According to air reports, the Russians went back to Biecz and Olpiny. //The Guards 
Corps can rightly claim this May 2nd, the anniversary of Groß-Görschen», as a brilliant day of glory and victory. 2500 prisoners, 6 artillery pieces and a 
number of machine guns fell into his hands as booty; at Staszkowka, seven consecutive rows of trenches had been snatched from the tough 


defender. //The result of the day. On the evening of May 2nd, as the hot spring sun gradually gave way to a cool night 
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//began, the entire Russian position in the 11th Army sector was in our hands. Everywhere a space gain of 2-4 km was achieved? ) Several artillery 
pieces, a great many machine guns and 17,000 prisoners had been taken from the Russians. Where the defenders had not surrendered or been taken 
prisoner, they had left the field of battle in haste, insofar as they were not dead covering the polling place, pursued by the shrapnel of the attacker's 
rapidly advanced field artillery. The surprise of the enemy must have been great. Prisoners testified that although they had noticed that German troops 
had arrived, they had neither suspected nor believed that a whole army would attack here. They had not strengthened their weak artillery with the 
scarce ammunition, and their infantry, despite strong positions and terrain very favorable for defense, had succumbed to the heavy fire of the assault 
artillery and the death defiance of our charging infantry. The Russians had failed to bring in significant reinforcements that could have stopped the 
breakthrough. //The neighboring armies of General Boroevic and Archduke Joseph Ferdinand had done something similar to the 11th Army. Without their 
progress, the great long-distance effects expected from the breakthrough on the German and Austro-Hungarian high command could never have been 
achieved. It was not only a question of beating and driving back the enemy, but rather tearing his front so far that he could close the gap again only by 
large strategic rearward operations. //On the left wing of 3rd Army, an Austro-Hungarian shock group made up of the 2nd and 24th Infantry Divisions and 
the 21st and 43rd Landwehr Infantry Divisions had attacked the enemy and in a dashing charge smashed the hill 632 southeast of Ropica ruska and the 
steep heights east of Malastow, in order to develop in the following days in accordance with the //*) Sketch 5 gives the broad outlines of the 2.-7. May 
ISIS reached lines at night. //51 //Advance of the 11th Army of the Magora Heights, partly in heavy fighting, to seize. //The Imperial and Royal 4th Army 
had already in the night of 1./2. May at two places, at Otfinow and Wyspa, forced the crossing over the lower Dunajec in bright moonlight (sketch 2); she 
had taken prisoner 1000 men, captured 6 guns and 5 machine guns. Archduke Joseph Ferdinand's aim in this excellently prepared enterprise had been 
fully attained. The surprised Russians threw strong forces north to reinforce their 7th Cavalry Division standing there and the weak Reichswehr 
formations, with which they partly made counterattacks on May 2nd and in the following days, partly against the advance of the northern group of the K. 
u K. 4th Army put up stubborn resistance. They realized too late that the main attack of the opposing army was coming much further south, namely 
between the Biala and the Dunajec. There, at the same time as the German neighbors, the troops of Field Marshal Lieutenants Kralicek and Roth had 
stormed (Sketch 3). The Bohemian regiments of the Imperial and Royal IX were in close comradeship. Corps advanced with the Prussian Guard. With 
bloody Aahkampen with bayonet and butt they had snatched the crests northeast of the Bialowka heights and the town of Golonka from the surprised 
but quickly recovered Russians, then in a bold pursuit the long stretched ridge that stretches northwest of Jodlowka to north of Golonka and here steeply 
to the Biata falls off. West of this river the Russians think they have to give way from the steep hills east of Ehojnik (294) and Lichvin (430). In the middle 
of the army, Tyrolean Kaiserjager of the Austro-Hungarian XIV Corps had attacked the heavily entrenched enemy at Lubcza; they had invaded his 
position. Further north, directly on the right bank of the Dunajec, the Russians had been able to hold their powerful high positions. Here the enemy 
fought particularly hard, because otherwise he ran the risk of seeing his entire defensive lines southwest of Tarnow on the Dunajec rolled in from the 
south. But soon these positioning systems //52 //were to become untenable due to the long-distance effects of the victory achieved by the allied troops 
farther south. In any case, the position of the Mackensen-shy armies was the best imaginable on the evening of May 2nd. The expectations of the army 
high command were fully met, and the far-reaching daily goals of the divisions were achieved everywhere. Well over 20,000 prisoners, more than a 
dozen pieces of artillery, over 50 machine guns, immense masses of war material of all kinds had already been brought in as booty; there was still much 
to be found in the positions, farmsteads and forests. Dis troupe was despite the effort endured In the best, optimistic mood, especially since the losses 
were small in many places, but bearable everywhere in relation to the success achieved. It was striking how weak the Russian artillery had shown itself 
on May 2nd. Lack of ammunition and early withdrawal of the heavy artillery after the start of our assault seem to have been the main reasons for this. 


Thus the fire of the Austro-Hungarian artillery was able to achieve full effect against the Russian infantry, and here the artillery, from mortars to field 


guns, deserves our full admiration, both for the accuracy of firing, and for its striving for speed to follow the infantry and in their dexterity to cross the 
difficult terrain and to resume fire at the right time from the right place. May 2, 1915 was and is a day of honor, also for the artillery! German, Austrian, 
and Hungarian infantry and artillery had competed for the palm of victory; they had worked together and succeeded in breaking through the first 
Russian system of positions along and along an extent of about 40 miles. //May 3, 1915. //Persecution until about noon. The army order issued on May 2 
at 7 p.m. for the following day ordered the continuation of the attack in the previous combat zones with the following changes (Diagram 3): //53 //The 
Commanding General of the X Army Corps, General der Infanterie von. Emmich had to take command of the 11th Bavarian, 119th and 20th Infantry 
Divisions. The combat zone of the X Army Corps thus reinforced was the same as that of the combined corps, except that the frontier against Corps 
Francois was shifted somewhat to the north, approximately to the line Gorlice (inclusive)—Wojtowa (exclusive). The three light and two heavy 
Feldhaubih batteries of the 19th Infantry Division, which was still an army reserve, were placed under the Guards Corps. The division, without this 
artillery, had to reach the Biala sector west of Ciezkowice by midday on May 3 and close behind the left army wing. The K. and 11. Honved Cavalry 
Division was at the request of the K.u.K. 4th Army was subordinated to this to take advantage of the success achieved on the left wing. The army 
command designates the heights northwest of Przegonina (693)—Kryg—Libusza—Wilczak Mountain—Rozembark—height 388 northwest of lodlowka and 
the western hillforts of the Brzanka as the line to be reached first. Whereas on May 2nd the general direction of the attack was from southwest to 
northeast, as the movement progressed it changed so much that the south wing of 11th Army had to swing around almost 45°. The formations to the 
north had to follow this movement to a lesser extent. The general direction of the attack now pointed first to the east, then even to the southeast, with 
the aim of thrusting into the rear of the Russian Carpathian troops. As a result of this gradual swing, it was not entirely possible to avoid the neighbor on 
the left staying behind at times over the next few days. Perhaps some of those who, these days, in the center or on the north wing of the Army have 
shaken their heads at the demands of marching and the constant urging of the senior leaders will now understand why these demands had to be made. 


The left wing of the army had to try to align itself with the right, and it was necessary to push forward with all your might 
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//to relocate the roads of retreat north out of the mountains for the Russian masses still piling up opposite the Imperial and Royal 3rd Army (Diagram 2). 
If this succeeded, a catastrophe was bound to occur there. So the slogan was: "Forward!" Early in the morning of May 3rd, the Army High Command 
received air reports indicating that strong Russian formations were retreating to the east and northeast; other observers, however, had found Russian 
columns up to the strength of a division One could conclude from this that the Russian army command had been taken completely by surprise by the 
events of May 2nd and was now having trouble getting their formations in hand and deploying them according to a firm plan against the enemy 
onslaught In any case, it was clear that if even stronger Russian reserves were within reach, they could definitely be expected to appear on the 3rd that 
on the next day he was unable to mount a closed resistance in his prepared second defense system and to afford. (Sketch 3.) Rather, he threw his 
reinforcements, e.g. the 63rd Division and individual regiments, which had been hastily pulled out of the Carpathians, went into action battalion by 
battalion and regiment to where the situation seemed particularly threatening at the moment. Thus, on this day, there were often only rearguard 
battles. But in the places where fresh troops appeared, the enemy put up stubborn resistance; he even launched violent counterattacks here and there, 
making ruthless sacrifices in the old fashioned way. However, as the attack of the neighboring troops progressed, the enemy's points of resistance were 
surrounded and the Russians were forced to withdraw or to surrender to the Tsar. Often the reinforcements were drawn into the whirlpool of retreat 
without giving the allies any significant respite. //Around noon the corps were already approaching the army orders for 3.5. than first to reach//55 //the 
specified line; therefore the high command determined the line Folusz-Swiecany-Radoszyce northeast of Olpiny as the goal of the day. But just as the 
order went to the divisions, fierce fighting broke out there, some of which lasted into the night. //Fighting again. With Emmich's corps, Kneussl's division 
had to overcome extraordinary difficulties in the mountainous and densely wooded terrain, apart from enemy resistance. In particular, maintaining the 
connection between the individual associations was very difficult and time-consuming. In addition, it began to rain and the wall of smoke from the 
burning [[Naphtaguelle in Gorlice, as high as a house, still enveloped the entire battlefield. Thus every enemy resistance had to be broken almost 
without the help of artillery, although the enemy guns were also condemned to silence. About 3.30 p.m. the 3rd Bavarian Regiment was approaching 
Rozd interest, while the 22nd Regiment and especially the 13th Reserve Regiment, further south, were strongly deployed to the right rearward; they 
were only slowly able to gain space in the pathless terrain, which was partly characterized by low mountain ranges, and were already very tired. Added 
to this were the unavoidable difficulties and delays in the transmission of orders. But the Bavarians' will to win kept pulling battalions forward. When 
they met a new enemy in the wooded areas between Rozd interest and Kryg and on the dominant, storied slopes east of Wapienne, they threw 
themselves on the enemy with incomparable momentum and seized him, although he desperately struggled against his mighty high positions. Finally he 
had to give way; but it was impossible for the dead-weary troops to follow him any further, especially since the southern wing of the division had not 
been able to penetrate with its attack. The 119th Infantry Division had already thrown off weak enemy forces from the heights west of Kryg and at Point 
320 north of Kobylanka by 10.80 am. By 1 p.m. Kryg was taken, while General v. Suter lay with his braves in the battle for the long //56 //village of 
Libusza. Here, too, batteries of cannon and light field howitzers which had been quickly brought up soon caused the enemy to flow back; it was only able 
to settle down again along the course of the stream north of RozdTARGET and on the heights south of Wojtowa. Here he stood dug in while the falling 
darkness forced the infantry of the 119th Division to refrain from assaulting the new positions that day. During the course of the day, Infantry Regiment 
No. 79 of the 20th Infantry Division, made available by the General Command, was on the southern wing of Division Behr been drawn up as a reserve. 
The bulk of this division reached Gorlice late that night and went to rest there and around Sokol. //By XXXXI. Reserve Corps, the day culminated in the 
struggle for Wilczak Mountain. It covered the town of Biecz with its railway station and the Ropa bridges, and was fortified by five lines of trenches 
placed one above the other. But 100 m this peak towers over the Ropa valley. Major-General Fabarius had allowed the right wing of his division to cross 
over to the right bank of the Ropa near Zagorzany. The 271st Reserve Regiment advanced on the left bank against the mountain, but was not able to 
make much headway, despite the fact that the top of the mountain was constantly under the heaviest artillery fire. Meanwhile the right wing of the 


division gained ground beyond Libusza and gradually wheeled from the south and southeast towards Mount Sin. Meanwhile the troops of the 81st 


Reserve Division had taken the 422-440 ridge on which Kwiatonowice is situated without any serious action. major general v. Walking along this ridge 
with two regiments, Stocken now attacked the Wilczak from the northwest, 267th Reserve Regiment on the right, 268th on the left. At the same time the 
field batteries were advanced to Hill 440 near Kwiatonowice; they followed the infantry in squadrons. The entire artillery of the 82nd Reserve Division 
had concentrated its fire on the target, while a 10-inch gun battery positioned north of Glinik was shelling Biecz to make it more difficult to get there and 
deploy reserves. One would have thought //57 //that the top of the mountain and its slopes had been completely gutted by artillery fire and every life 
there dead. Nevertheless, numerous Russian machine-guns revived when the artillery had to shift their fire backwards because of the difficulty of the 
attacking infantry. For hours the bitter struggle raged; Some of our field artillery drove far into enemy infantry fire. You can see German riflemen from 
the Ropa valley! climb the bare slopes of the mountain. Despite enemy artillery, infantry and machine gun fire, they remain in constant motion. Nothing 
seems to be able to stop her; they are already approaching the summit. But what is that? Russian swarm lines climb up the mountainside from the Ropa 
valley behind our braves. The situation seems to be getting critical! Our struggling infantry seems lost! Your heart threatens to stop. A Russian 
counterattack with heavy masses! And our charging infantry has no idea of that. She is now locked in a heated, bitter hand-to-hand combat with the 
tough defender at the top of the mountain. But while the Russian guns fired into the knot of people on the summit and inflicted heavy casualties on their 
own troops, the German artillery concentrated their fire on the Russian counterattack. Shrapnel salvo after shrapnel salvo rushes into the Russians. In 
the uncovered terrain, their losses are heavy. The opponent stops first and throws himself down. Soon you can see it flowing down the slope. The 
counterattack failed. Also on the crest the battle is decided in our favor. By 7.15pm we are the undisputed winners. In the terrible German pursuit fire, 
the Russians fall back on Biecz, while the troops of General v. Francois to arrange their bandages and try to devote a few hours to a well-deserved rest. 
Gunfire rang out from the north. Here the Imperial and Royal 12th Infantry Division had taken Hill 371 east of Bugay with a storming hand. The opponent 


faced her in a new strong defensive position, leaning on the left 


//Wilczak-Berg, right to the Lipie-Höhe. North of the Sietnica valley, the Hungarians of the 39th Honved Infantry Division had won the heights east of 
Rozembark (399) in a back and forth battle, while General v. Plettenberg prepared to attack the fire-breathing Lipie heights and the crests north of 
Olszyny. During the whole morning it had been observed that the enemy had strengthened in that area; new batteries had also emerged, and with 
copious amounts of ammunition they fired on the attacking rifle lines and reserves of the Guards. The 2nd Guards Infantry Division charged the highest 
point of the Lipie Heights with the inner wings of its infantry brigades. Wire obstacle after wire obstacle was overcome in the forest fight. Butt and 
bayonet had to work continuously. It was already getting dark. The division dared to take possession of the crest that very day. At around 8:30 p.m., a 
many-voiced hurrah rang out, which soon danced to the right and left. A general panic now seized the Russians; they fleed. The Grenadier Guard 
regiments of Emperor Franz and Emperor Alexander immediately followed. Several Russian positions still being prepared in the wooded areas were 
overrun before the Russians managed to re-establish themselves. He seemed scarcely interested in making acquaintance with the bayonets and the 
guards again that day. Meanwhile the 1st Guards Infantry Brigade had also taken Hill 347 north of Olszyny. //The result of the 2nd day of fighting. Again 
the Russian had been thrown down the line by 11th Army; his second prepared position system was largely in our hands. Again today he had lost many 
thousands of prisoners, several pieces of artillery and a large number of machine guns. The reinforced X Army Corps alone took more than 4,000 
prisoners from the 33rd, 34th, 33rd, 243rd, 244th, 249th and 251st Regiments; it also captured 2 guns and 16 machine guns. The prisoners taken by the 
other corps were mixed up in a similar way, a sign that the Russian //59 //high command had haphazardly thrown all available reserves into the battle 
without being able to stem the breakthrough. May 3 had also brought great successes with the neighboring armies. The left wing of General Boroevic's 
army was able to seize the mighty ridge between Banica and Przegonina, rising to over 750 m. Archduke Joseph Ferdinand's army had made good 
headway on its right wing. The Imperial and Royal IX. Corps rested in the evening after bloody fighting west of the Dobrotyn hill, on the Brzanka east of 
the Biala and on the ridge southwest and west of Meszna Opaka west of Tuchow. The Russians surrendered there en masse. Further west as far as the 
Dunajec it was again not possible to break the Russian resistance, so that they were still able to hold the east bank of the Dunajec southwest and west 
of Tarnow. Farther north, however, in the Radlow area, disaster befell the defender. (Sketch 2.) Here at Glow was the extreme northern wing of the 
German 47th Reserve Division. From here to the railway bridge west of Tarnow, the Russians held heavily fortified positions on the west bank of the 
river, while north and south of this stretch of Hunter the Dunajec. Up until now Glow-Grudek had been completely calm; as a result, the stretch of river 
here on both sides was only sparsely manned. Completely unnoticed by the enemy, the division commander, Lieutenant General v. Better to make 
preparations for a river crossing for his 219th Reserve Infantry Regiment. While already on 2.5. the Russian positions and Dunajec bridges further south 
were under heavy fire from German batteries to distract them and this also continued through the night, suddenly strong, concentrated artillery fire 
started at the intended crossing point soon after midnight. At the same time, the bank changeover began. Already at 3.30 am two battalions of the 
regiment had crossed over with a loss of 4 dead and 15 wounded. The Russian position that had been taken was immediately expanded in the manner of 
a bridgehead. This measure was to //60 //soon prove to be a very good thing. Because very soon strong Russian counterattacks with more than three 
times the force against the 2000 m long stretch began. They were knocked off. The Russian ran several times in the morning of May 3rd. against the 
weak German lines. Under the fire of the batteries skillfully placed on the west bank and the rifle and machine-gun fire of the overlooked forces, the 
enemy onslaught collapsed with great losses. But now the enemy feared for his front west of the Dunajec. The appearance of German Forces on the east 
bank of the river had so upset him that he hastily retreated behind the river, leaving behind very large quantities of infantry ammunition, telephones and 
other war material between the railway west of Tarnow and (Snudek, followed closely by our troops. In his haste he did not even succeed in destroying 
the Dunajec bridges for good, so that they were later restored relatively quickly.In the afternoon Lieutenant General von Better was able to report to the 
Imperial and Royal XIV Army Corps that the entire left Dunajec - shore was clear of the enemy. But the small tactical success of two German battalions 
seems to have had a much more far-reaching effect on the Russian command. Throughout the day, marching movements were observed on the heights 
north of Tarnow, over which the road to Dabrowa leads You could see the back and forth of infantry and artillery columns, now in the north, now in the 


north in a southerly or westerly direction to the confusion of a disturbed swarm of bees or anthills. The Russian command seemed to be expecting a 


further advance here and to prepare new forces to counter it. This tying down of Russian reserves must have been of the utmost importance for events 
further south. Truly a nice reward for the impeccable preparation of the bank change by Generalleutnant v. Better and his first general staff officer, 
Major Fleischhauer, and a rich success of the dashing and energetically executed operation of the two battalions of the 219th Reserve Infantry 
Regiment! //61 //May 4, 1915. //Duties of the corps. In order to bring A's tactical successes of May 2nd and 3rd to a strategic effect, the troops of 
Generaloberst v. Mackensen wanted to cross the Wisloka sector as soon as possible and thus first block the westernmost retreat roads coming out of the 
mountains to the north from the enemy in front of the Imperial and Royal 3rd Army (sketches 2 and 3). Every step forward by Eleventh Army was bound 
to make the Russian position southwest of Dukla difficult. The longer they held their hard-won ground there, the more disastrous it must be for them. 
The result was that on May 4th the Russians would try to stop or at least delay the advance of the allied forces between the Carpathian ridge and the 
Vistula by bringing up all available reserves. So May 4 had to be of crucial importance on both sides. //Generaloberst v. Mackensen already had one! 
Army order from 3.5. 12.30 p.m. gave the Corps of the 11th Army the necessary instructions for the Wisloka crossing and indicated the likely crossing 
points (Sketch 3) //for Corps Emmich area near and south of Zmigrod Nw. //" " Francois area Osiek—Dembowiec //" "Arz bridges at Jaslo and //" the Guard 
Corps the river section between Jaslo and Kolaczhce. //At 6 o'clock in the evening there followed a new order from the army high command, which said 
at the beginning of paragraph 2: "Everything depends on keeping the enemy in retreat and, if at all possible, forcing the Wisloka crossing before new 
enemy forces are deployed." At the same time, the combat strips were extended to the east across the Wisloka in the sense of the order issued at noon. 


The Guards Corps was south of the Wisloka arc projecting to the west 
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//Kolaczyce approached and had to echelon strongly to the left to protect his left flank, since the southern wing of the neighboring army to the north was 
to advance over the Dobrotyn Heights. Behind the left wing of 11th Army at 8 a.m. on May 4, the army reserve, the 19th Infantry Division, was to be 
ready to march in the Rzepienik-Biskupi area, which they had reached on the evening of the 3rd. She had to keep in close touch with the Guards Corps. 
On May 4th, the divisions of the 11th Army again launched an early attack. (Sketch 2.) The day was to bring hot battles; because the Russian army 
command had succeeded in bringing in strong reserves to support their already considerably weakened 3rd Army. Thrown by the train in the direction of 
Jaslo, they advanced especially in front of the center and the left wing of the German attacking army, while the forces rushing on foot from the 
Carpathians opposed Emmich's corps. Soon, closed, larger associations were found again: parts of the Ill. Caucasian corps, which had been known to the 
meeting at Stary-Sambor, as well as the 81st Reserve Division and, in front of the Guards Corps, two cavalry divisions. In addition, expendable regiments 
had been brought in from all sorts of regions, from the Carpathians south of Dukla and further east, as well as from Poland, including Warsaw. The 
reinforcements thrown into action on this battlefield from the evening of May 2nd to 4th reached about the combat strength of five infantry and two 
cavalry divisions; about two fresh corps were about to be unloaded. But here, as so often with the Russians, one saw the picture that the individual weak 
units of troops were thrown into the raging battle, without any regulation of the issuing of orders and the conduct of the battle, just as they arrived by 
train or footsteps. According to the prisoners, this deficiency was deeply felt by the hard-fought troops of the front line; it was seen as the cause of 


increasing failures and, in the long run, completely shook confidence in the Russian leadership. The table below shows which troops will start on May 2nd 
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//of the breakthrough and which were found in front of our fronts by noon on May 4th. Naturally, they cannot claim that all the enemy units that were 


fighting against us there in those days have been listed: 


INX. Nft 


//Russian forces doing breakthrough section noted 2.5.15 


in the morning until 4.5.15 in the afternoon. 


//(The reinforcements determined up to 4:15 p.m. are underlined.) 


// Heavily mixed Reichswehr formations from different brigades 


//Reichswehr Vrig. 21 
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//Corps Emmich reaches the Wisloka sector. (Sketch 3.) //On the extreme southern wing of 11th Army, the Bavarian Reserve Infantry Regiment No. 13 
had been fighting for the heights south of Wapienne all night. At about 4 o'clock in the morning the defeated enemy retreated here. At the same time 
the Bavarian regiments further north were advancing on the Ferdel hill east of Wapienne, in order to seize the area east of Vednarka as soon as possible. 
The 119th Infantry Division had also joined this movement; the enemy had abandoned their positions in front of her during the night. At about 9 a.m. 
their right wing passed through Bednarka in close contact with the Bavarians. Continuing the uninterrupted advance, one could take possession of the 
hilltops to the east and northeast of this place. The Russians had given up these heights, in spite of the fact that they largely dominated the region and 
offered a wide view, especially to the east. But then came the not unexpected reports that the enemy was holding their already known third major 
position with strong forces. These were the last heights before the Wisloka section. The situation at Army Headquarters soon became clear that the 
Russians fought in the line Folusz-Ostra Gora east of Cieklin-Radosc-hill 438 east of Wojtowa-A350-A332 northwest of Kunowa-O-307-A385 west of 
Swiecany-hill Obszar had accepted. //It has now paid off for Corps Emmich that Lieutenant General Ritter v. Kneussl had brought his divisional reserve, 
the Bavarian 13th Reserve Regiment, closely following the left wing of the Imperial and Royal 3rd Army over the impassable heights of the northern 
slope of the Magora Ridge. While the bulk of the 11th Bavarian Division and the 119th Infantry Division were locked in a heavy frontal battle, the 13th 
Bavarians, tirelessly striving forward despite all the difficulties in the terrain, were able to descend from the southwest to Folusz after throwing back a 
weak enemy, crossed this place and at 4.15 to take the hill north of the village with a storming hand in the afternoon. Batteries hurrying there through 
the difficult forest terrain swept //65 //surprisingly along the enemy positions from south to north with shrapnel. The enemy could not withstand the 
artillery fire coming from the south and west for long. At around 6 p.m. he evacuated Hill 377. Soon his resistance also collapsed further north. 
Lieutenant General V. Kneussl immediately ordered the pursuit in order to get possession of the heights on the left bank of the Klopotnica. In the 
meantime, a hard fight had taken place in Behr's division. The Russians held on to the town of Cieklin with the Ostra Gora behind it and the villages of 
Dzielec and Radosc with all their strength. The Poseners and Silesians, on the other hand, had attacked, although the advance of at least one Russian 
division had been reported from Dembowiec to the southwest. The 38s were suffering severely under the fire of the powerful Russian artillery stationed 
on Ostra Gora, while every house was also constantly spitting heavy infantry and machine gun fire at the attacker who was a few hundred meters from 
Dtargetec, when the thrust of Russian reinforcements began from the northeast . Desperately, the 58 defended themselves on all sides; furiously, the 


last platoons in reserve threw themselves at each other with blank weapons against superior numbers. It did not help; the Silesians slowly had to give 


way. The artillery that had been brought up to Hill 514 and the divisional staff stationed there already seemed in danger; but with an iron calm Major 
General v. Obey his orders. The last battalion of the divisional reserve advanced in turn to counterattack, while all gun-barrels were aimed at the 
onrushing Russian masses. parts of the Bavarian artillery also helped. To the detriment of the Russians, the German artillery was given an almost ideal 
field of action here. Every single man leaving Cieklin or Dzielec in a westerly direction could be observed, every movement being taken under observed 
fire from the glacially sloping Hill 514. From the command post of the division one could see, among other things, how a Russian officer fired his pistol 
from behind at the already crumbling //66 //render line while the attack was developing from Dzielec, in order to send his men to the to force action. Fate 
soon befell him, a heavy shell hit next to him. When the smoke cleared, there was no sign of him. — A Russian machine gun fired briskly against our 
lines from a house in Cieklin. The observer of the divisional staff reported it to the artillery commander. Within two minutes the occupied house was 
taken out by a few direct artillery hits. Under a so tre----Under steady fire, the Russian attackers suffered heavy casualties. They did not wait for the 
weak divisional reserves to counterattack; they tumbled back to the northeast under our effective pursuit fire, leaving behind prisoners of four different 


regiments. At the same time, resistance in Cieklin eased. The '16 pushed in shoulder to shoulder with the reserve regiment of the same number and the 
inserted 79th Infantry Regiment and threw back the defenders after bitter house-to-house fighting. The Russians withdrew from the villages to the 
heights to the east, which the attackers, who had become very confused, could only take during the night, with the surprised garrison surrendering on 
the Ostra Sora. The day had cost much blood; but great things had also been accomplished. At dawn on the 5th the news came that the Russians were 
moving east. To be sure, the events at the 11th Bavarian Division had also made a significant contribution to this. The commanding general, who had 
arrived at Bednarka, had described it as extremely desirable that Kneuss's division should push advance troops via Brzezowa to the Wisloka sector near 
Konty on March 4, in order to block the great Carpathian road leading down from Krempna. The divisional commander had agreed to make the attempt, 
despite the fact that the troops were very tired. Accordingly, at 7:30 p.m. the entire infantry of the division had been sent to Klopotnica again. After 
resting for a few hours after taking possession of the bridges there, the 22nd Infantry Regiment advanced at 3 a.m. to Samokleski//67 //further. A 
selected battalion with a machine gun company and a platoon of artillery continued the march to the area east of Brzezowa. Thus the Wisloka section 
was reached. The center and left wing of 11th Army throw the Russians at their Z position system. Farther north it was not possible to gain such space- 
gaining advantages. At XXXXI. reserve corps, the advance was initially held up by building bridges over the Ropa; then the uninterrupted advance 
continued as far as Wojtowa and north of it. At about 3:30 p.m., as they prepared to climb the wooded slopes of Hill 438, enemy fire broke out. By 7 p.m. 
the 82nd Reserve Division had managed to break through the wooded area to the eastern edge. However, due to the man-to-man fighting in this difficult 
area, all the troop units were so mixed up that it was necessary to stop first to organize the formations. North of this, the 81st Reserve Division was also 
engaged in heavy combat. She fought with parts to the east in the direction of Harklowa; e.g. T. had them against those in the skirmish zone of the K. & 
K. VI. Corps lying heights north of Kunowa front. In this difficult situation, she was unable to make any significant progress. The troops of Corps Arz had 
crossed Biecz around noon and, since the Ropa bridges there had remained intact, immediately prepared to continue their march on both sides of the 
river. But soon Russian artillery and machine gun fire stopped them. The Austrians and Hungarians had to storm across the deep valley of the Sietnica. 
The glory of the day here belongs to the Hungarians, who six times stormed up the slopes of Hill 307 and six times had to yield to enemy mass attacks. 
It was not until the seventh time that the disputed crest fell, and from there the enemy position could be rolled up to the right and left. In the south of 
the sector of the corps the height north of Kunowa and that east of Siepietnica were taken late in the evening; this also broke through the Russian line of 


defense prepared behind the Olszynka stream. 


//68 

//The Guards Corps had also been able to reach this sector late in the evening. Towards 8.30 am the divisions, reorganized and provided with new 
ammunition, had begun to move forward in a broad front, 2nd Guards Division south, 1st Guards Division north of the Olszyny-Olpiny road. To the south 
and north of Olpiny the Russians were heavily entrenched, supported by a greatly increased artillery which was already shelling the attacker's advance 
from afar. But with the Elizabeth, Alexander and Franz regiments in the front line, the 2nd Guards Infantry Division proceeded as if on the parade 
ground, while north of Olszyny the 2nd Guards Infantry Brigade gained ground fighting. Although Winckler's division suffered from heavy flank fire, 
especially from the 385th height, before Arz's corps succeeded in taking this position, it nevertheless made uninterrupted progress. After several 
artillery preparations, it was victorious in the Russian lines at around 4:30 p.m. The Russians had not waited for the bayonet attack; they might have had 
an unpleasant memory of him from the last few days. As the storming guards approached, the defenders defected in thick columns of whole companies, 
waving white handkerchiefs. In the village of Olpiny the fighting raged for a long time until the machine guns of the Augusta regiment managed to crush 
the last resistance there too. The 2nd Guards Infantry Brigade was already in possession of the hilltop north of Olpiny at 1.30 p.m. At the same time a 
Russian counter-attack hit the right wing of the 4th Imperial and Royal Army and threw it down again from the Obszar hill. Rumors spoke of the 
deployment of strong Russian forces north of this high ground. Colonel Prince Eitel Friedrich did not let this stop him. The 1st Guards Regiment z. F. with 
a field battery and a heavy field howitzer battery was echeloned to the left, but the rest of the force continued eastward until Szerzyny and the heights 
north of it were reached. To the south, the 2nd Guards Infantry Division had meanwhile crossed the Olszynka run north of Swiecany from a broad front 
with advance troops and then halted. //69 //Advances in St. and K. 3rd, great successes in K. and St. 4th Army. Of the neighboring armies, the left wing 
of Boroevic's army had not been able to make any major advances; here, of course, the resistance of the Russians was most tenacious. By evening the 
K. & K. X Corps could only reach the Bartne line—Hill 837 east of Przegonina—Point 701; As a result, Emmich's corps had to secure its right flank itself. 
Archduke Joseph Ferdinand's army had made good progress. The small setback on the Obszar heights had only one advanced battalion of the Imperial 
and Royal IX. Army corps affected, which, being attacked from three sides, had to retreat. However, the Russians could not hold the crest in the long 
run; by late afternoon it was again in the possession of our allies. Farther west the Austro-Hungarians drove the enemy from the heights southeast of 
Tuchow; the city was taken and the heights north of it were occupied. Under the pressure of this severe setback, the Russians abandoned the high 
positions between the Biala and the Dunajec. Close behind him, the Imperial and Royal troops reached the southern bank of Biala, northwest of Tukhov. 
The Imperial and Royal XIV Corps was even able to advance southwest of Tarnow to Rzuchowa and Podgorki. The towers of Tarnow were already waving 
in the distance; it was passed without a fight on May 6th. The Russians made several unsuccessful attacks on the Dunajec front, especially at the 
crossing point of the 47th Reserve Division at Grudek. Farther down, near the mouth, they were slowly pushed back, sometimes in stubborn fighting. To 
his great delight, Colonel-General v. Mackensen send the following army order to the Commander-in-Chief of the Imperial and Royal 4th Army: //A. O. K 
11. A. H. Qu. Neu-Sandez, 4. 5. 15. //Army Order. //I would like to express my sincere thanks to your Imperial Highness for the brave and self-sacrificing 
cooperation of the Imperial and Royal 4th Army and ask Your Imperial Highness my //70 //fullest appreciation of the subordinate troops, especially the IX. 
A.K. and the 10th Infantry Troops Division, which in ruthless action made a significant contribution to the success achieved. //The Commander-in- 

Chief //signed v. Mackensen, //Generaloberst. //Orders for the S. May. The success of May 4 did not become clear until the next day; but one thing was 
already clear: the southern wing of 11th Army would undoubtedly be able to reach the Wisloka sector early on May 5 if the exhausted Bavarians were no 
longer able to do so during the night. That the Corps Emmich succeed after the previous successes there was no doubt that the bulk of the 20th Infantry 


Division was still fresh and strong enough to fight in the evening near Rozd interest and to the west of the river crossing. A further advance of the attack 


on the 5th was also to be expected further north. Behind the Army's left wing, the 19th Infantry Division had reached Rzepienik-Biskupi without having to 
take part in the battle. The XXXXI. Reserve Corps was still in the. Instructed by the Army High Command on the 5th to also force the Wisloka sector early 
on the 5th in the attack strip assigned to it. The main objective now had to be to open up the Russian front in the Western Carpathians. But in order to 
inflict a heavy defeat on the enemy, it was absolutely necessary for the Imperial and Royal 3rd Army to tackle the whole front with all its might. The 
opposing opponent had to be held down or as much as possible demolished during dismantling. Already some air reports spoke of strong movements on 
the roads leading north behind this enemy front. The Imperial and Royal 3rd Army was then also sent, at the request of Generaloberst v. According to 
Mackensen, an instruction by the Imperial and Royal Army Commander-in-Chief in this sense. //71 //The Imperial and Royal 4. Annes issued Colonel 
General v. Mackensen had the following assignment for the next few days: Covering the flank of 11th Army between Wisloka and Biala to the north, 
aiming soon, with the two right wing corps (K. & K. IX. and K. & K. XIV.) dem to join the advance of the German Army in the direction of Brzostek-Pilzno, 
while cover to the north should be left to the remaining parts of 4th Army alone if possible. //The consequences of the breakthrough. //Russians retreat in 
front of Imperial and Royal 3rd Army. New directives. In the early morning of May 5th, the K. & K. 3rd Army attacked along the entire front. Already in 
the morning hours ran from their high command at the Generaloberst v. Mackensen received the news that the enemy in front of the center and left 
wing of the army had been in full retreat to the north since early that morning. This confirmed identical reports from 11th Army's aerial reconnaissance; 
at the same time, the experienced aviators also reported extensive retreating enemy movements from the Faslo area in an easterly and northerly 
direction (sketch 3). The breakthrough began to have an operational impact. The strength of the Russians had apparently collapsed from the hard 
fighting of May 4th; their reserves had apparently been exhausted. Of the newly introduced forces, the Il. Siberian and parts of the Ill. Caucasian corps— 
several regiments of the latter had already been deployed by battalion—was still in the process of being unloaded. It was now important that the 11th 
Army advance quickly, so new army orders spurred the corps on to pursue as hard as possible. At 1 p.m. the instructions were received from the K.N.K. 
Army Command that the 11th Army should continue the advance with a reinforced north wing to the general line Dorf Dukla-Krosno-Strzyzow, on this 
wing escorted and secured by the K.N.K .u.K. 4th Army. The Imperial and Royal , 3. army was instructed 
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//were to lead their attack with the left wing in the direction of Krempna—Tylawa (sketch 2). Thereupon the High Command of the 11th Army decided for 
its corps (sketch 3): // Emmich's corps has to advance towards Dukla; he has the task of blocking the roads leading north from the mountains as soon as 
possible and without fail. //XXXXI. Reserve Corps secured the left flank of Corps Emmich advancing on Rowne. //The Imperial and Royal VI. The Corps had 
to advance to Krosno via Jaslo, while to its left the Guards Corps, to which the 19th Infantry Division was subordinate, had to first reach Moderowka north 
of the lasiolka. //The right wing of Archduke Joseph Ferdinand's army pursues the retreating enemy via Bukowa (north of Kolaczyce)—Pilzno. //The events 
up to the evening of May 5th. Emmich's corps had already succeeded in the early morning in taking the fresh 20th Infantry Division ahead of Zmigrod 
Nw. to cross the river on the undamaged Wisloka Bridge and to advance in one platoon with this division to Dukla Street near Wietrzno. This important 
Carpathian road was also closed. Further south, the 11th Bavarian Division, in constant fighting against enemy detachments pouring out of the 
Carpathians from the south, had reached Glojsce with the foremost troops, which prevented the Russians from using the road leading down from 
Hyrowa. The 119th Infantry Division, which had initially covered the left flank of the 20th Infantry Division crossing the Wisloka sector, went to rest 
around Zmigrod Nw in the evening. Around this time Colonel-General v. Mackensen gave the following order to Emmich's corps: "Since the other corps of 
the army have lagged behind considerably against Emmich's corps as a result of enemy resistance on the western bank of Wisloka, this will remain in a 
formation until further orders, which will block the one via Zmigrod Nw. and Dukla after North leading roads guaranteed. Contact must be maintained 
//73 //with the X Austro-Hungarian Corps and with the corps advancing over the Dukla Pass (Austrian-Hungarian XVII) and lasliska (Austrian-Hungarian 
VII). .." (Sketch 2.) //The center of 11th Army, the XXXXI Reserve Corps and the K.N.K.VI Corps, had encountered tenaciously defended enemy rearguard 
positions on both sides of the Ropa, namely the division Fabarius on the heights east of Radosc and near Osobnica, Stocken Division near Harklowa and 
east, Corps Arz on the adjoining heights north of the Ropa In places the Russians advanced in strong counterattacks, apparently wanting to keep the 
Jaslo bridgehead as long as possible as possible in order to push back his troops, columns and trains east of the Wisloka sector to the north, while in this 
way the Corps Francois and Arz gained ground in heavy fighting on May 5th, but not to the Wisloka valley Even the Guards Corps could only get there 
step by step e could advance again and again the enemy stood on the next hill in a heavily entrenched position, which he had also forced the civilian 
population to expand. During the whole night of 5./6. the battle raged until the Russian, completely shaken, fled towards the Wisloka at around 4.30 am 
and saved himself across the river. //The right wing of the Imperial and Royal 4th Army had approached the Wisloka to within a few kilometers west of 
Brzostek, and the center had also made remarkable progress east of the Biala. However, the Russians held on to the heights south and southwest of 
Tarnow tenaciously; there was no significant change on the Dunajec front either. // The left wing of the Imperial and Royal 3rd Army approached 
Krempna, which was still held by the enemy, in the evening. Moreover, the retreat of the Russians in front of the west wing of Boroevic's army had 
turned into a complete retreat. The masses streaming back to the north encountered Emmich's corps everywhere near and to the west of Dukla. Thus, 
on May 3rd, the 20th Infantry Division took u. a. captured: The Russian stage commando 17 fleeing in six wagons and 120 escorts, the entire staff 

//74 //of the 49th Infantry Division and considerable parts of the trains of the XXIV Corps. //May 6th and 7th. Crossed the Wislok section. On May 6, the 
20th Infantry Division of Emmich's Corps remained north and northwest of Dukla, and the 11th Bavarian Division further west facing south. The 119th 
Infantry Division was initially from ZmigrodNw. marched northwards via Lezyny to Lajsce in order to intercept the enemy who had been assumed before 
Corps Francois and to make the Wisloka crossing easier for this Corps. But since the Russian before the XXXXI. Reserve Corps had retreated further to 
the east during the night, the 119th Infantry Division resumed the pursuit to the southeast in the direction of Wietrzno. Marching behind the 11th 
Bavarian and 20th Divisions, they reached the I asiolka section west of Rowne. Here the 77th Infantry Regiment of the 20th Division was already 
engaged in combat with strong Russian forces. During the night, Major General v. Get his regiments ready to attack. Personally walking around the front 


line, he cheered on his strained troops, pointing out the importance of reaching Rymanow and Besko on the Wislok as quickly as possible. According to 


all available reports, thick Russian columns streamed towards these two places from the south on the mountain roads. Soon after 3 o'clock in the 
morning the Russians were thrown eastwards from the mighty high positions between Rowne and Wrocanka in a brisk attack. At about 8 a.m. the 
Silesians and Poseners, under the personal leadership of Major General v. Behr ready to attack the heights east of Lubatowka again. Again the enemy 
fought desperately to cover his marching columns retreating behind; it did him no good. Towards 4 o'clock in the afternoon Iwonicz, and shortly 
afterwards also Klimkowka, was in the hands of the indefatigable attacker. Wedel snatched it from the surprised Russian Besko. With that, Wislok //75 // 
was reached on the southern wing of the army, which, according to the army order of the evening of the 6th, was to be crossed by Corps Emmich near 
Besko, Corps Francois at Haczow, Corps Arz near Mosno and Corps Plettenberg on both sides of Wojaszowka. The 20th Infantry Division of the other 
parts of the 11th Army had also blocked Dukla Street on May 7 and taken many prisoners. So returned z. B. Lieutenant Liibecks from the 17th Hussar 
Regiment, who had been sent into the mountains with five cyclists, returned with 400 Russians; 3,500 men from the 48th Russian Division alone 
surrendered. When the left wing of the Imperial and Royal 3rd Army approached from the south, the 11th Bavarian Division was pulled through behind 
the 20th Infantry Division; she slept in the night of 7./8. between Iwonicz and Wietrzno. //The XXXXI. Reserve Corps and the Imperial and Royal VI. Corps 
had completed the Wisloka crossing between Osiek and Jaslo on the 6th without encountering any significant enemy resistance. On the 7th, Corps 
Francois had surmounted the Ranm as far as the lasiolka almost without fighting, and in the evening had taken the heights north of Iwonicz. From 
Imperial and Royal VI. On the evening of the 6th, a weak Hungarian squadron, supported by a detachment of German cyclists, had already driven three 
Russian squadrons out of Krosno. The Wislok crossing was occupied. A lot of medical material and food was captured. On the evening of the next day the 
Imperial and Royal 12th Infantry Division had passed through the town and also taken possession of the heights to the east of it; After hard fighting, the 
K. and 39th Honved Division camped west of the Wislok on the heights near Jedlicze. To her left the Guards Corps, fighting with the three divisions in 
front, was pushing towards the Wislok road from Wojaszowka to Frysztak. In the evening the enemy put up their last resistance on the heights close to 
the western bank. //So on May 7th the Wislok line was already snatched from the Russians. All the reports from the airmen reported long Russian 
columns, some of them in the greatest disorder, retreating east and north. In the north, the Imperial and Royal 
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//4. Army took Brzostek that day with the right wing in heavy local fighting, whereby the Imperial and Royal 10th Infantry Division under their often 
proven leader, General v. Mecenseffy, earned undying laurels. The center of the army was approaching Pilzno and had passed through Machowa and 
Rzedzinska-Wola. The weak left wing under Field Marshal Stoeger-Steiner had again engaged the retreating Russians at Dabrowa and Olesno (Diagram 
2). Opposite him was particularly strong cavalry, so that the Austro-Hungarian cavalry did not succeed in blowing up the railway leading to Debica, as 
the Imperial and Royal Army Command had demanded. //A great confusion reigned in the Russian Carpathian Front. On the afternoon of May 6, the 
Imperial and Royal X Army Corps, which was advancing on Mackensen's right wing, placed the Russian 48th Division in the Carpathian village of Tylava, 
taking a general, a colonel and around 3,000 men as prisoners, and also took this division 16 field guns, six completely new field howitzers, numerous 
ammunition vehicles and war equipment of all kinds. On May 7, the remnants of the division appeared on the heights northwest of Hyrowa (Diagram 3). 
When a German parliamentarian asked him to surrender, the divisional commander declared that he could not do this, resigned his command and 
disappeared into the woods with his staff. His leaderless troops laid down their arms*). After wandering around in the mountains for four days, Infantry 
General Kornniloff and his entire staff had to surrender to Austrian troops on May 12. //The 11th Army forced the San crossing. Collapse of the [[nut front 
from Bukovina to Pilica. Since May 7 the enemy had been in full retreat from the entire Imperial and Royal 3rd Army as far as the Lupkow Pass (Diagram 
2), so that the army command from Teschett assigned them the task of the Russian Carpathian Front against the Imperial and Royal 2nd Army //*) page 
75. //77 // to make it untenable and to advance against the San in the Zagorz-Sanok-Zarszyn line, using all forces. - The Imperial and Royal 2nd Army 
was to follow the advance of Boroevic's Army with squadrons from the left wing without losing contact with the enemy. The 11th Army was to follow the 
enemy on their heels, to prevent a renewed front formation and to aim for the Mrzyglod (on the San)—Tyczyn (south of Rzeszow) line, while the Imperial 
and Royal 4th Army, while retaining its previous task had to reach the area around Rzeszow with the main forces. //On May 8th, 9th and 10th the 11th 
Army still had to endure heavy fighting (sketch 3); The Russians tried to stop their right wing in particular by attacking it with newly assembled forces. 
On May 9th and 10th, two Russian divisions, hastily assembled in the Sanok area, attacked Besko and the heights there, while further north about one 
division, including two regiments from the Przemysl fortress garrison, counterattacked parts of Arz's corps. This attack in the direction of Krosno failed 
completely, and one of the regiments that had come from Przemysl lost 1,800 prisoners and 20 machine guns. The fighting at Besko ended in a heavy 
Russian defeat. First, Emmich's corps, supported in a loyal brotherhood of arms by the left wing of Boroevic's army, repelled the onslaught. Then, after 
hundreds of Russian corpses lay in front of the front, the attack began. On the 10th the Russians, completely defeated, retreated in haste towards 
Sanok, the pursuit by the Allied cavalry yielding great results. Rich booty was made especially on the heights and in the forests south of Besko. The 
battlefield presented a bleak picture for the next few days. The well-known Russian foxholes could be seen stretching out in unbroken rows. In many 
hundreds of these positions the dead Russians could be seen, in front of them the horizontally mounted rifle with the fixed bayonet. Rifles were often 
seen on the ramparts, upside down, with white cloths waving at their butts. Entire battalions had surrendered; 6200 prisoners, 6 guns, 7 ammunition 
wagons fell into the hands of the victorious allied troops. In the next few days the Russians fell back everywhere, unaware of the possibility of more 
serious fighting. His bandages were all messed up; the command leadership and the connection between the individual troop units ceased completely. 
The losses of material and people were enormous. According to captured staff officers, the 49th Russian Division still had 1,300 rifles on May 10; another 
division was only able to save two guns from all its artillery. One Caucasian division of the Ill. Caucasian Corps brought from 36 Kanone more 9 back. On 
its advance to Wislok, the Guards Corps found 9 Russian guns and 21 ammunition wagons, which the enemy had left undamaged in their hasty flight. At 
Odrzykon, the entire 3,000-strong enemy troop detachment, which was supposed to prevent the approaching column of the Guards Corps from crossing 
the Wislok, surrendered. The next day, 12 officers, 3,000 men with six guns laid down their arms without a fight in front of a Guards regiment that had 
come by surprise to an enemy rear guard in the Mosquitoes. Elsewhere in Corps Plettenberg, 2,000 other prisoners, 8 machine guns, one cannon and 


several filled cartridge wagons were added to this day's spoils. The right wing corps of Archduke Joseph Ferdinand's army found prisoners from 51 


different Russian regiments in a single day of persecution. In ever-increasing disorder, the Russian masses rolled back to the northeast. The allied armies 
fighting in western Galicia had attacked them from 2-10. Taken over 100,000 prisoners, 80 artillery pieces and more than 250 machine guns on May 1st. 
The breakthrough had grown into an offensive movement against the Dniester-San line (Diagram 1). Strong new German forces rolled in from western 
theaters of war. The Russians' whole Galician front began to falter. As early as May 8, the Russians had begun to dismantle in front of the left wing of the 
Southern Army. Her collapse became more and more complete; an attack on their extreme south wing, conducted with superior forces, could do nothing 
to change that. General of the cavalry Freiherr v. Planter-Baltin withdrew his troops behind the Prut between Chernivtsi and Kolomea. Here all Russian 
efforts came to nothing, while the effects of the battle of Gorlice-Tarnow spread to the Russian front north of the Vistula. In the night of 10./11. On May 
12, the Russians retreated from "the Imperial and Royal 1st Army, and on the 12th and 13th also from Army Detachment Woyrsch. Here and there the 
retreating masses still mustered up strong counter-attacks, but these were only undertaken to buy time to withdraw. They usually ended in a heavy 
defeat for the Russians, who suffered terrible blood sacrifices. //In vain the commander of the 3rd Russian Army ordered the section of the lower San 
from Przemysl to the mouth to be held under all circumstances and to be active with the help of the three bridgeheads of Sieniawa, laroslau and 
Radymno, which had been generously expanded on the western bank over the past few months To defend. All the Russian leaders tried in vain to 
restore order to their formations; In vain new reinforcements kept rolling to the lower San. No fewer than 23 infantry divisions were to oppose the 
pursuers here. Of these, based on new agreements made on May 12 between the German and the Austro-Hungarian Supreme Army Command for the 
continuation of operations against the San, 11th Army was deployed against the fortress of Przemysl on Jaroslau and the //K. & K. 4th Army with left wing 
against the San estuary. The 3rd Imperial and Royal Army had to advance with its north wing south of the upper San against the western and southern 


fronts of Przemysl, against which a violent attack was to be launched if a coup d'état did not lead to the desired result. 
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//On May 14 Przemysl was closed off from the south; Our allies had advanced along the whole San line to near the river and its bridgeheads. On the 
same day, the regiments of the Prussian Guard and the Imperial and Royal VI. Army corps to attack the heights west of laroslau, which have been 
developed into a strong fortress. In glorious two days' fighting they wrested the bridgehead and the city from the 62nd, 41st and 43rd Russian divisions. 
On the evening of the 15th, access to the lower San was won here. By the evening of the 20th the river had been crossed to a front width of 30 km, the 
Russians had also been thrown out of Sieniawa and the east bank had been held against powerful Russian mass storms. At laroslau alone the Russians 
had between the 13th and the 20th. May deployed no fewer than six fresh divisions to halt Allied advances. They hadn't succeeded. Under the eyes of 
His Majesty the German Kaiser, the Guards regiments, the Austrians and Hungarians, had proved themselves worthy of their old traditions. On the 17th 
the Emperor hurried ahead to his troops in a motor vehicle, greeted on the way with loud cheers by the wounded driving back, who recognized the 
Emperor's dust-covered carriage by the yellow imperial standard. In 14 days Mackensen's army advanced its attack from Gorlice to Jaroslau. Under 
heavy daily fighting, mostly against fortified positions, they had crossed three river lines and gained 100 kilometers of space as the crow flies. A 
tremendous success! //Ending. //Officially the fights from 1.—3. May 1915 referred to as Battle of Gorlice-Tarnow. We have seen that in the evening the 
tactically completed breakthrough was already beginning to be used strategically, in that the enemy in front of the left wing of the Imperial and Royal 
3rd Army began to retreat. Within //81 //of three days (2nd-4th), the strong Russian army of the former Bulgarian envoy at the Tsar's court, the then 
Russian general and army leader Radko Dimitriev, who had been raised to the rank of prince, was thrown out of three strong position systems that had 
been developed for months and completely beaten, and by a comparatively slight numerical superiority. This mighty event of world history was made 
known to the world by the following reports: //On the German side: //“Grand Headquarters, May 3rd. "Southeastern theater of war. "In the presence of 
the Commander-in-Chief Field Marshal Archduke "Friedrich and under the leadership of Generaloberst v. Mackensen, after bitter fighting yesterday, the 
allied troops broke through the entire Russian front in western Galicia from near the Hungarian border to the mouth of the Dunajec and the Vistula in 
numerous places and pushed in everywhere. Those parts of the enemy which managed to escape are retreating eastwards with all speed, closely 
pursued by the allied troops. The trophies of victory cannot yet be "nearly overlooked." //"Grand Headquarters, May 4. //"Southeastern theater of 

war. //"The offensive between the Forest Carpathians and the upper Vistula "made good progress “to 21,500 prisoners, 16 artillery pieces, 47 machine 
guns and “war equipment of all kinds that cannot be overlooked at the moment.” “Grand Headquarters, May 5th. "Southeastern theater of war. "The 
attack of the allied troops north of the forest" "Carpathians yesterday already broke through the third fortified line "of the Russians, who "threw there 
along the whole front, retreating to //82 //"Wisloka. The magnitude of the victory can be seen from this "see that as a result of the Allies' breakthrough, 
the Russians are beginning to evacuate their threatened positions on the northern flank in the Forest Carpathians southwest of Dukla. The speed with 
which our successes were achieved made it impossible to give a numerical picture of the to give up the spoils of victory ". According to preliminary 
reports, the number of "prisoners so far seems to be over 30,000." //On the Austrian side: //“Vienna, it is officially announced: May 3rd at noon. //"United 
Austro-Hungarian and German forces "attacked the enemy yesterday in his position in western Galicia, which had been prepared and "occupied for 
months, and threw him "on the whole front Malastow-Gorlice-Gromnik and north of it, inflicting heavy losses on him, more than 8,000 prisoners taken, 
artillery and machine guns captured in an as yet "undetermined number". At the same time our "troops forced the crossing over the lower Dunajec." 
"Vienna, it is officially announced: May 4th at noon. "In loyal arms brotherhood, troops allied to Germany and often to Reich Hungary have won a new 
victory the retreat of the Russians after our victorious "Battle of Limanowa in Western Galicia held strongly fortified" enemy front between [[n the Vistula 
and the main Carpathian ridge was conquered in its entire extent. Continuing the attack, the Austro-Hungarian and German forces fought new successes 
yesterday along the entire front under the eyes of the Army Commander-in-Chief Field Marshal Archduke Friedrich, pushed further eastwards and found 
strong Russian forces again forced to retreat. “The importance of the overall success cannot yet be approximated. The number of prisoners taken so far 
has risen to //83 //"over 30,000 men and is increasing every hour. A great deal of war material was captured in the numerous conquered Russian 
positions. 22 artillery pieces, 64 machine guns are "among the first loot." //"Vienna, it's officially announced: May 5 noon. //"The retroactive effects of 
victory are beginning to become visible. The "Russian Beskydy front Zboro-Sztropko-Lupkow is untenable "Became. Since the victorious allied forces 


continue to advance from the west against Jaslo and Zmigrod, the enemy in the western sector "of the Carpathian front has been in full retreat from 


Hungary since this morning, "pursued by our and German troops. The Russians are "thus defeated on a front of about 150 km and forced to retreat 
under "heaviest losses." //On the Russian side they were briefer: //“Petersburg, May 4th. //"The General Staff reports: //In the area of Tarnov and further 
south, "artillery fire reached great intensity, and isolated fierce "fighting took place." * //. Petersburg, May 5. //"Official report of the General Staff: //In 
Galicia successive battles developed "from the Vistula to the Carpathians during May 2 and "May 3. Individual detachments of the enemy managed to 
get "to the right bank of the Dunajec, our fire However, "prevented them from advancing from the shore. The fighting "takes on particular violence in the 
area of Tuchow and Biecz. "The enemy artillery developed here, in terms of the number of "expended projectiles, quite extraordinarily strong fire. "In the 


course of our counterattacks we took several hundred prisoners and were able to verify the presence of German army 
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//determine parts that appeared for the first time on our Carpathian front." //The Russian report on May 3: //"Petersburg, May 7. //"The Generalissimo's 
staff reports: //"In On May 5, Galicia continued the battle between the "Vistula and the Carpathians with great obstinacy. Supported by heavy artillery 
fire, the enemy accumulated further "forces on the right bank of Dunajec of the enemy, but the enemy also "severely felt the effect of our shrapnel and 
rifle fire when he undertook his attacks." //The hypocrisy of Russian reporting was indignantly highlighted in the press. But what else should the enemy 
report than that in the area of Tuchow and Biecz, places which were hitherto far behind his front, particularly fierce fighting was taking place! //On May 
5, Emperor Franz Joseph of Austria-Hungary sent the following hand letter to the army commander, Archduke Friedrich: //“In irresistible attacks, the 
Austro-Hungarian and German forces united under your command “have the brave enemy in West Galicia, took numerous prisoners and captured much 
war material. New “glory attaches itself to their banners. With the warmest gratitude | think of all the brave, brotherly, cohesive "troops, the fatherland 
looks admiringly at its sons. "You, the Army Commander-in-Chief, the Colonel-General "v. Mackensen, to all leaders from the highest to the "lowest" and 
to all the brave warriors, | say "thank you from the bottom of my heart and instruct you to make my words known in the army area." //85 //Archduke 
Friedrich added the following to this handwritten letter: "Extremely happy By this most gracious acknowledgment, "| express my firm confidence that the 
vigorous, purposeful continuation of the attack and pursuit by the victorious Allied troops will bring full, decisive success and complete the enemy's 
defeat." //On May 6th the enemy was already in retreat over a front width of 160 lon. The breached positions were already 30 km behind the victors that 
day; ten days later the Russian retreat had spread well over 400 km. The pursuers had to be given terrain up to 100 km deep. //If we ask ourselves the 
reasons that led to such a rapid and tremendous success from the breakthrough at Gorlice-Tarnow, we must first of all describe the skilful operational 
plan, as well as those made thanks to the army high command and the subordinate units Measures and the excellently executed diversionary 
maneuvers succeeded in surprising the enemy and the incomparable thrust of the allied troops. But then we must also take into account that the 
Russians' resistance and combat power had been completely shaken and weakened by the weeks of attempts to break through in the Carpathians, 
carried out without regard to losses. This probably contributed in particular to the fact that the Tsar's so tough troops collapsed so quickly and so 
thoroughly under the heavy German-Austrian-Chinese-Hungarian artillery fire, which they had admittedly never experienced in such strength, and in 
places they were faced with a serious defense no longer thought of their strong positions. This in turn made it possible for the attacker to work with 
ambulances in frontal combat, so that his operational ability, which was significantly superior to that of the Russians, could come into its own. The 
further the breakthrough progressed, the more one approached a war of movement, the more the excellent cooperation of the lower and higher 
leadership in the Germans and Austro-Hungarians could be shown, the more the sluggish ones failed Russian system, which was only used to plugging a 
hole by haphazardly throwing in its own masses. Futile, terrible losses were the result; accordingly the generally brave Russian soldier lost courage and 
confidence in his leaders of all ranks, until finally he gave up the fight. The allied attacking troops, on the other hand, were sure of victory and went on 
the attack with rock-solid confidence in their leadership. The beautiful successes allowed the confidence and the will to win to grow steadily. So they 
were determined to do the utmost; they willingly took on the greatest exertions, even when they thought they were at the end of their strength. What 
has been achieved here in terms of energy, in enduring hardships of all kinds and in determination, can unfortunately only be indicated very faintly in 
the foregoing treatise in the narrow framework. The spirit of our glorious troops has triumphed, and the leadership has turned the victory into one of the 
greatest catastrophes that Russia has ever known [[n have affected. In May alone, 398 Russian officers and 152,254 unwounded Russian prisoners, as 
well as 160 artillery pieces and 403 machine guns, fell into the hands of the German 11th Army. In contrast, the total casualties of the Guard Corps, 
XXXXI. Reserve Corps, X. Army Corps, Bavarian 11th and 119th Infantry Divisions throughout the month of //May in which there was constant fighting 
amounted to: //Officers, NCOs and Enlisted //Killed 208 5384 //Wounded 498 20697 //Missing 3 1107 //Sat: 709 27153 //Of the wounded, by far the 
largest percentage have fully recovered, thanks to our trusted doctors and our excellent medical facilities. How great the bloody losses of the Russians 
were cannot be judged at all; //87 //The Russians themselves probably don't know either. In any case, they were far, far higher than ours. The Russians 
never recovered from the consequences of the breakthrough battle at Gorlice-Tarnow, on which the Central Powers' well-known summer campaign in 
the east of 1913 was based. For the first time the German High Command had been able to free up sufficient forces for the East and strengthen them as 
events unfolded. // We will always think of the battle of Gorlice-Tarnow with justifiable pride and with terrible terror among the Russians! Through this 
mighty victory, however, we, the Germans, Austrians and Hungarians who were there, gave the Danube monarchy the opportunity to throw sufficient 
troops to the Italian border in good time. On May 23, this faithless ally declared war on Austria-Hungary, too late for an easy, quick victory march to the 
longed-for Trieste. For already battle-hardened troops, which, thanks to the intimidating impressions of the victories won in Galicia, had been withdrawn 
from the Balkan front and, in some cases, had been able to rush directly from the Galician battlefields to help, were rolling towards the southern borders 


of the Habsburg lands. 


//Artillerie - Verteilung: 
IImm 
//Arrl.Kdr.-.Obsrir. Habichr 


//a) beim Korps vorhanden* 

//b.Feldart. R. Nr. 21 (SKan.Bttrnj 

//Feldart. R.Nr.237 (6 Kan.Bttrn.) 

//5/b. Res. Fußart. R. Nr 2 (1 s.F. H. Btt;-.) 
//3/Res.Fußart.R.Nr.2 (Is.F.H.Bttr.) 

//b) dem Korps zugeteiit; 

//2 K.u.K. Geb. Kan. Bttrn. 

//1 K.u.K.6eb.H.Bttr. 

//2 K.u.K.s.F. H. Bttrn. 1 bereit! 

//1 K.u.K.12cm Kan.Bttr.J tn Stellung 

//Stab Fußart R.Nr. 4 (öbstlt. Habicht) 

//\./FuBart.R.Nr.4 (3S.F.H.Bttrn.) 

//\ll./FuBart.R.Nr.4 (2 Mrs. Bttrn.) 

/N'z \l./Res.FuBart. R. Nr. 14 (2 s.F. H. Bttrn) 

/All./Res Fußart.R.Nr.14(2 Mrs.Bttrn) 

//LEeservrKorps. 

//' Art!.Kdr.:Obersr Lepper 

//a) beim Korps vorhanden*. 

//81. Res. Feldart. Brig. (6Kan.,6!.Ftl. Bttrn.) 

//82. Res.Feldart.Brig. (6 Kan.,61.F.H. Bttrn., 

//2 B.A.K.) 

/Nt/FußartilNr. 3 (3 s.F. H. Bttrn) 

/I’ b) dem Korps zugeteilt: 

1 K.U.K. s. F. H. Bttr. ) bereits 

1 K.u.K.12cm Kan.Bttr.) 'n Stellung 

7/b. Res.Fußart.R.Nr.1 (1-10cm.Kan.Bttr) 

lli/FuBart. R. Nr.1 (2 Mrs. Bttrn.) 

10iJC.VI.ArnieekDrps. 

Art!. Kdr.: H.u.K Oberst Adam Nowotny 

a) beim Korps vorhanden: 

K.u.H.Feldkan.R.Nr.3 (4Kan.Bttrn.) 

K.u. K.Feldkan.R. Nr.18 (4 Kan. Bttr«.) 

K.u. K. Feldkan. R. Nr.1 (S Kan.Bttrn.) 

K.u.K. F. H. Div. I1./1 (2 I.F.H. Bttrn) 

1/2 K.u.K. s. F. H. Bttr. 

1/2 K.u.K. 12cm Kan. Bttr. 

Gardekorps. . 

Artt.Kdr.: Gen.A\aj.Trimborn 

a) beim Korps vorhanden: 

1. GardaFeldart.Brig.(9Kan.Bttrn,31.F.H.Bttrn,) 

2. Garde Feldart.Br. (9Kan.Bttrn.,31.F H.Bttrn) 

l./Garde FußartR. (3 s.F. H. Bttrn.) b) dem Korps zugeteilt: 
V, » «+. 11/Res.FuBart.R.Nr.8 (3 s.F. H. Bttrn) 

b) dem Korps zugeteiit: HI/Res.Fußart.R.Nn20(2-10cmKan.Bttrn)j 
2 K.U.K.S. F K. Bttrn. (bereits in Stellung.) 2/Res.Fußart.R.Nr14(l-10cm Kan. Bttr) 
K.u.K.15.30,5cm Mrs.Bttr. K.u.K.11.und13. 30,5cm Mrs.Bttr. 
Anmerkung: Jedes Korps hatte durchschnittlich 4 Minen- 


Werfer-Abteilungen zugeteilt erhalten. 


